
Verbatim Responses to Open-ended Question 
What do you think is the single biggest challenge facing Plymouth today? 

The following pages contain the respondents’ verbatim responses and have not been edited 
for spelling or grammar. Responses have been organized in alphabetical order and separated 
into groups of Random Sample Survey and Open Participation Survey responses. 

 

Responses from the Random Sample Survey: 

• Aging population,  2.Keeping all residents informed of ongoing challenges as determine by the 
city.  

• A LOT OF CONSTRUCTION CAUSING TRAFFIC BUT THAT IS NOT A VERY BIG ISSUE. 
• A lot of housing being put in which is causing increased traffic and congestion. 
• adding additional streetlights on county road 9 , enforcing some speeding and safety at public 

events due to shooting activities. 
• Affordability and sense of community 
• AFFORDABILITY FOR RESIDENTS 
• Affordability, although I think the value that Plymouth provides is excellent 
• AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• Affordable housing 
• affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• affordable housing (rent and utility costs are too high) 
• Affordable housing and transportation for members of our community and outside of Plymouth 

who are disadvantaged economically but can benefit by helping people achieve a more stable 
life for themselves and their families. 

• affordable living 
• Affordable quality housing. 
• AFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING FOR MIDDLE CLASS. I EITHER MAKE TOO MUCH MONEY TO 

AFFORD LOW INCOME HOUSING AND NOT ENOUGH MONEY TO STAY IN SENIOR FACILITIES. YOU 
ARE BUILDING TONS OF APARTMENTS OR CONDOS THAT NOT EVERYONE CAN PURSUE 

• AFFORDABLE SENIOR LIVING, HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
• Affordable single family homes 



• AGING DIVERSITY SCHOOLS HOUSING 
• aging infrastructure - streets, etc 
• Aging physical structures, maintaining vibrancy 
• Aging population, Robbinsdale School, particularly Armstrong High   I'm older and have a lovely 

home which should be valued more but the school situation is keeping price lower than I am 
willing to take.  Would like to stay in Plymouth but haven't found an attractive town house 
option that doesn't look and feel like a Tickey Tacky row upon row of homes.   

• ALL THE 4 WAY STOPS CHANGE THEM TO ROUND ABOUT SPECIFICALLY THE INTERSECTION OF 
ZACHARY CANE & SCHMIDT LAKE RD. 

• All usable areas are occupied, and the overall age of all structures is getting old and in need of 
upgrading, from residential to commercial to industrial. 

• ALLOWING NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECT TO PASS THROUGH AND BE APPROVED BEFORE FULLY 
UNDERSTANDING THE CONCERNS OF SURROUNDING AREA PROPERTIES AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS THAT HAVE WATER-SENSITIVE LOTS. 

• Allowing too many new apartments to be built, will lower the city's perceived value, lowering 
home values.   If city continues to allow more apartments, then LOWER my property taxes!!!   
2026 increase in residential property tax, but lower business tax by 10% is of great concern!!! 

• ATTRACTING MORE CORPORATE AND HIGH-END RETAIL TO MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARD OF 
LIVING USING CURRENT RE-SOURCES MAINTAIN AND OPERATE WITHIN A REASONABLE BUDGET. 
BUILD RESERVES 

• Balance growth with what we currently have 
• BALANCING TAX INCREASE WITH SERVICE NEEDS 
• Better water quality!  
• Bring more jobs 
• BROADER ECONOMIC PRESSURES ON FEDERAL GOVT. CHICANERY. 
• BUDGET MANAGEMENT-ECONOMY OF THE CITY. 
• Buying property as a single household is impossible in both cost and outbid by apartment 

complex corporations 
• Car dependency, walkable amenities.  
• Changing the comprehensive plan and eliminating city features / golf course just because the 

mayor has special friends or allowing Gateway to wreck our lawns and not fixing them. 
• CITY COUNCIL THAT LISTENS TO THE PAID EMPLOYEES (EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELDS) WHEN 

MAKING DECISIONS. HIRING STRONGLY CAPABLE AND EDUCATED PEOPLE TO WORK AT CITY. 
• City planners over developed housing and didn't create enough retail/restaurant/entertainment 

venues to attract outside residents to generate revenue in Plymouth. Plymouth residents leave 
the city to spend money in other cities, Maple Grove, Ridgedale-Minnetonka, Wayzata for 
restaurants, Excelsior for family events and concerts, etc.  

• CLEANING AND SECURITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT. 
• COMMERCIAL SPACE USED WE ALWAYS PROVIDED ON ATTRACTIVE TAX BASE FOR RESIDENTS. 

NEW WAYS TO CONTINUE WITH COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES SO TAXES CAN REMAIN IN CHECK 
• COMMUNITY DIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE, AFFORDABLE LIVING & SAFETY IS ALWAYS THE HIGHEST 

CONCERNS. 
• Commuting traffic congestion - Particularly I 494 and Hwy 55 



• COMPARED TO MAPLE GROVE, PLYMOUTHS SENIOR PROGRAMS ARE SEVERELY LACKING & 
MORE EXPENSIVE THIS SURVEY IS WAY TOO LONG 

• Competition from other suburban outposts for new families in which education opportunities 
and a sense of safety interconnect with a vital sense of suburban amenities. 

• concerned that the GOP will infiltrate and destroy local government by dismantling decent 
programs and governmental services, and politicizing human rights. 

• CONSTRUCTION-BLOCKING OFF ALMOST ALL EXITS OUT. CAUSING MUCH MORE TRAFFIC ON 
NATHAN AVE 

• Continue to keep Plymouth as a safe, affordable place to live. You did not ask, but the bike trails 
need serious repair, and better signage at intersections to prevent cars from not seeing bikers. 

• CONTINUED EFFORT ON DIVERSITY AND WELCOMING ALL PEOPLE. 
• Continued growth of the commercial businesses and their shared success for locating in 

Plymouth. 
• Continuing the high bar Plymouth has set for itself. 
• Continuing to grow a diverse and inclusive community through housing and transportation 

opportunities.  
• CONTINUING TO MAINTAIN IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE ESPECIALLY ROADS KEEPING TEXAS 

REASONABLE 
• Continuing to provide high level of service and keeping Plymouth one of the most physically 

attractive, and yet affordable places to live. 
• CONTROLLING TRAFFIC FLOW ON HWY 55 
• COST OF HOUSING 
• Cost of housing 
• Cost of living 
• Cost of living 
• Cost of living  
• Cost of living for seniors. 
• COST OF LIVING, LOST OF JOBS 
• Creating a true Business and showing area. 
• CRIME 
• Crime 
• Crime 
• Crime 
• Crime  
• Crime from Minneapolis 
• CRIME PREVENTION THERE IS A LOT OF CRIME IN EAST PLYMOUTH SCHOOLS NEED TO STOP 

PROMOTING ALLOWING OR IGNORING GENDER TRANSITIONS NOT GOOD FOR LONG TERN 
HEALTH 

• CRIME SAFETY 
• CRIME, LACK OF RETAIL AND QUALITY RESTAURANTS. NOT TO MENTION THE TAXES ARE 

ABSURD! 
• CRIME/DRUGS 



• CRIMINAL ACTIVITY ELEVATING - LIKE EVERYWHERE ELSE NEED MORE AFFORDABLE FAMILY 
DINING FACILITIES 

• Danger in what the federal government can do to local experiences and the negative effects on 
our economy.  

• DEMOGRAPHIC CHALLENGE 
• Developing a cogent downtown area with restaurants, entertainment, parking ramps, easily 

walkable. Attracting visitors from outside the community as well as serving residents with free 
time activities deserves focus.  

• Developing farm land into housing developments. 
• Disability friendly activities for kids 
• Disconnected residents that haven't been able to regain a sense of community since 2020. 
• Disjointed community split between highway 55 and 494.  Those of us east of 494 feel left out.  

Highway 55 continued construction is killing businesses over here and residents are tired of a 
road project they don't feel is necessary.  Our kids cannot get to the west side of 494, perhaps a 
tunnel there would've been better money spent and just a bridge over 55 - why a tunnel??  And 
a severe lack of good sitdown restaurants. 

• District 281 Schools located in parts of Plymouth 
• Don't forget about Plymouth East of 494!  Old Four Seasons space.  Retail along Nathan Lane 
• DON'T KNOW 
• Don't know 
• don't know 
• Don't know  
• DONT KNOW AT THIS TIME! 
• DON'T KNOW/GOOD QUESTION… 
• Don't raise taxes 
• Downtown area with ample parking  
• Drugs and crime 
• EBIKE SAFETY. THERE ARE MANY BIKES GOING 20+ MPH ON SHARED WALKING TRAILS. UNLESS 

BETTER PARKING IS DONE, E-BIKES WHO WISH TO GO FAST SHOULD USE THE ROAD. 
• Effective use of land no longer used for it's original purpose. 
• EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR NATURAL DISASTERS OR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
• EMERGENCY SERVICES - PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
• Ensuring safety of residents 
• Everything is getting too expensive. No one can live here if no one can afford it. 
• Expensive housing 
• FINANCIAL & STABILITY 
• FINANCING NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS 
• FINDING & IMPLEMENTING MORE CONSERVATION. MORE GOD 
• Finding unique fun non- chain restaurants.  We always have to go elsewhere to dine out.  Also 

most of our medical is done no in Plymouth. 
• FINDING WAYS TO CART GIVE VIOLENCE AND WAYS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO SELF REGULATE 

THEIR FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS AND COUNSELING THEIR ENERGY INTO DOING GOOD FOR 
THEIR FUTURE SELVES AND THE COUNTING IT TABERA VILLAGE 



• Finding ways to reduce usage of fossil fuels  
• FOR US AS A FAMILY IT IS THE ICE AVAILABLE AT PIC AS WE HAVE A CHILD WHO PLAYS HOCKEY 
• FOR US, ITS POOR SID WICK/LIKE WAP! 
• Getting residents to make changes needed to address climate change 
• GETTING SOME NEW HOMES BUILT THAT ARE SMALLER & A LOT LESS EXPENSIVE. 
• Great place, everything perfect don't add or change any  
• GROCERY STORES- IN NEED OF WALMART- COSTCO- OR SAM'S CLUB- II COULD COVER HAMEL- 

CORCORAN- ORONO- WAYZATA- MEDINA 
• Grow and spend well balanced.  
• growing and adapting to change while maintaining clean, safe character 
• GROWING CRIME 
• Growing faster than services can keep up. 
• Growing too fast and losing it's "small town" feel.  Speeding in my neighborhood is a real 

problem, stop signs have been removed, they fly through. Traffic is a huge problem.  Too many 
huge apartment buildings ! Keep taxes low please so we can afford to live here. Thank you Do 
only essential improvements to keep taxes low.  

• GROWTH 
• GROWTH 
• Growth and maintaining quality new homes and homeowners that's how pride in ownership 

(not allowing lower, cheaper new developments to be built) 
• GROWTH AND QUALITY OF PEOPLE MOVING IN 
• Growth is outpacing service capability. 
• Growth of communities around Plymouth but impact Plymouth infrastructure - Medina, 

Corcoran, Maple Grove etc/ 
• GUN CONTROL 
• Gun violence and safety for kids in school against gun violence  
• Have to go to Maple Grove to shop at Costco, Sams, Walmart.  No designated shopping area in 

Plymouth. 
• HAVING ENOUGH SCHOOLS FOR THE GROWING NORTHWEST AREA OF PLYMOUTH 
• high cost of single family housing  
• High housing prices.  
• HIGH TAXES 
• Honestly, none. It's a great place to live :) 
• HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
• Housing affordability 
• Housing affordability! 
• Housing density  
• Housing prices 
• Housing, School zoning and sustainability, and public safety and crime prevention 
• HOW TO A WELCOMING. INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY IN TODAY'S DIVISION WORLD 
• I believe that Plymouth's current population is more than we can handle.  Less than 10 years 

ago, I attended a Council Meeting and someone mentioned that our max population capacity is 



80,000.  I believe that we should not consider adding any more multi-family housing.  Travel 
around Plymouth by car has been getting worse. 

• I believe the biggest current challenge is people's shifting worldview. One's worldview impacts 
how they view themselves and their responsibilities to their neighbor, and how they view 
government and community. 

• I DO NOT KNOW - THE CITY DOES NOT INFORM RESIDENTS. MUST RESIDENTS DO NOT KNOW 
REPRESENTATIVES 

• I don't see  
• I FEEL IT IS THE TRAFFIC ROAD CONSTRUCTION ON MOST ROADS. PEOPLE FRUSTRATED AND 

RUNNING RED LIGHTS NOT GOOD. 
• I HAVE NO ISSUES. I LOVE PLYMOUTH 
• I have only been living in Minnesota for 4 months, From Texas! Would love to know more of 

what is going on in the community as an active participant.  
• I often see homeless individuals near Rockford Road around the Target area. It also seems that 

while there has been significant investment in trails and sidewalks in the northern part of 
Plymouth, the southern area with older neighborhoods—for example, around Birchview 
School—still lacks accessible sidewalks on all sides. 

• I think Plymouth lacks unique, successful shopping and dining opportunities that draw interest 
from non-residents. 

• I THINK TAXES ARE TOO HIGH. PLYMOUTH LACKS GOOD RESTAURANTS AND GOOD DOG PARKS 
• I THINK THE 4 SEASONS MALL SITE WOULD BE PERFECT REAL ESTATE FOR SENIOR LIVING OR 55+. 

I DON'T THINK ANOTHER PLAYFIELD IS IMPORTANT. WE COULD DO FAR BETTER. WE ALSO NEED 
MORE NICE RESTAURANT OPTIONS. 

• I wish people went out of their way more for a sense of community!  
• If a sales tax is implemented it will be one more reason not to shop in Plymouth.   Biggest 

challenge is traffic and crime. 
• I'm curious about housing subsidies for low income families and if that number is increasing. 

Where does that money come from?  As I look around, our Plymouth population make up seems 
to be changing.   

• I'm honestly not sure because I'm not that well informed! 
• IMPROVEMENT OF RETAIL SPACE AND ADDITION OF HIGH QUALITY RESTAURANTS. 
• Increased inflation and pricing on everything is going to make it more difficult enjoy the benefits 

Plymouth has to offer 
• INCREASING CRIME 
• increasing crime/disturbances 
• increasing diversity in a way that improves understanding of differences  
• INCREASING FAMILY SUPPORT AND RECREATION ENSURING SAFETY OF CITY SUPPORT POLICING 
• INCREASING PROPERTY TAX 
• INEQUALITY - HIGH COST OF LIVING. 
• INFLATIONARY INCREASE IN COST OF PROVIDING SERVICES, FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

WHICH REQUIRES SHARPLY INCREASED TAXES 
• Infrastructure needs for updating 
• INFRASTRUCTURE NOT SUPPORTING POPULATION GROWTH 



• It is a great community.  Maybe a little bland, basic but maybe that is ok.  really like the parks, 
community center and Hilde center 

• It would be great to attract more variety of local business, unique retail shoping and restaurants 
(bookshop, craft supplies, toy store, bike shop, sporting goods store, bakery, floral shop) 

• IT'S A GOOD PLACE TO LIVE, BUT CAN BE EXPENSIVE IN SOME - SO DON'T WANT TO MAKE TI A 
LOT MORE EXPENSIVE. 

• It's getting more crowded feeling, roads seem busier, more people, etc. 
• I've lost all confidence in the current leadership after the decisions around the Megachurch built 

near my house.  I felt all citizen concerns were minimized and that the government folded over 
to the threat of litigation instead of standing up for residents.  The potential conflicts of interest 
of the Mayor were never addressed.  We deserve better transparency, leadership, and advocacy. 

• Just one? Uh, perhaps the impact on decent folks who enjoy good living with clean water, air, 
energy of the policies being formulated in DC. Saddle that with the perspective that diversity is a 
bad thing for USA and project 2025. (Diversity is important, necessary, i.e.,  how can you have 
viable and healthy forests, prairies, etc., without diversity?) 

• Keep up with improvements as the city ages. 
• KEEPING CRIME UNDER CONTROL 
• KEEPING IT SAFE 
• Keeping kids safe in school    
• KEEPING OUR TAXES LOWER. 
• Keeping out violent crime 
• KEEPING PROPERTY TAXES FROM INCREASING TO FAST 
• KEEPING TAXES AFFORDABLE WHILE STILL PROVIDING SERVICES!! 
• Keeping taxes as low as possible, so people can stay in Plymouth. It's hard for older adults on 

fixed income to pay for new school improvements and higher taxes. 
• KEEPING TAXES LOW 
• KEEPING TAXES LOW 
• KEEPING THE CITY SAFE AND AFFORDABLE FOR RESIDENTS, ESPECIALLY SENIOR RESIDENTS 
• KEEPING THE CITY SAFE WITH VIOLENCE INCREASING THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE 

CHALLENGE. 
• KEEPING THE CITY SAFE! 
• KEEPING THE COMMUNITY WE LOVE AND NOT DECLINING IN EXPECTATIONS OF PEOPLES 

HOMES AS SEEN IN NEW HOPE AND CRYSTAL. KEEPING PLYMOUTH AN UPPER SCALE PLACE TO 
LIVE, WATCHER LIKE MAPLE GROVE HAS DONE. 

• Keeping the quality of life excellent in Plymouth while making the city an affordable place to live.  
The property taxes are so high! 

• Keeping up school building with residential growth  
• Keeping up with aging infrastructure  
• Keeping up with expenses 
• Keeping wide open natural spaces and a "small-town feel" (traffic control) 
• Lack of a true downtown. 
• LACK OF AFFORDABLE COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/WAREHOUSE/OFFICE OPTIONS FOR START UP 

BUSINESSES 



• Lack of affordable housing 
• Lack of affordable housing - simple starter homes not apartments. 
• Lack of affordable housing preventing diverse community. Aging population.  
• Lack of bike & pedestrian safety moving from one area to another (outside of individual 

neighborhoods). It's not a walkable or bike-able town. No walkable main-street area/businesses 
aside from city center which is basically a parking lot with surrounding businesses.  The section 
with sidewalks along Plymouth Blvd doesn't have any storefronts(?). Also lacks nice restaurants. 
Great driveable suburban conveniences, but lacks community hub with walkability & dining 
destinations.  

• Lack of community consensus building and lack of understanding of systemic bias towards 
minorities  

• Lack of land to develop  
• lack of neighborliness. No one knows their neighbors.  
• Lack of public transportation choices  
• LACK OF QUALITY EATING ESTABLISHMENTS. 
• Lack of recreation facilities 
• Lack of restaurants 
• LACK OF RESTAURANTS & SHOPPING - WE NEED A DOWNTOWN SIMILAR TO THAT OF WAYZATA 

TO ATTRACT VISITORS. PLYMOUTH IS A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE BUT WE OFTEN HAVE TO GO TO 
MAPLE GROVE OR WAYZATA TO EAT/SHOP. THIS IS A MAJOR LOSS IN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
PLYMOUTH. 

• Lack of restaurants and building to many homes Wayzata school district is busting at the seams,  
also all but 1 Wayzata schools are in Plymouth should be renamed Plymouth Schools 

• Lack of restaurants and shopping has people going to Wayzata and Maple Grove. Would love to 
see a walkable downtown area.  

• Lack of restaurants and shopping. No downtown/main area. We don't complete with Maple 
Grove.  

• LACK OF SAFETY IN PLYMOUTH POLICE DEPT TOO FOCUSED ON CAUSING PROBLEMS BETWEEN 
NEIGHBOURS THAN POLICING CRIME AND EXCESSIVE DRIVES SPEEDING ON PLYMOUTH STREETS 

• lack of shopping and restaurants 
• LACK OF SIDEWALKS. WALKING ON THE SHOULDER OF THE STREET IS NOT A SAFE. CARS ARE 

GOING TOO FAST AND NOT PAYING ATTENTION. CHILDREN CANNOT SAFELY WALK TO THE 
PARKS. CARS CUT INTO THE "WALKING/BIKE PATH" WHEN COMING AROUND CURVES IN THE 
ROAD. 

• LACK OF STREET LIGHTING AND WALKABLE AREA FROM NEIGHBOURHOODS TO NATURAL AND 
CITY AREAS. OVERALL, I THINK PLYMOUTH IS WONDERFUL AND DOING A GREAT JOB. 

• LEFT POLITICS 
• Like other cities we need to prevent crime, especially neighborhood crime. Otherwise I love 

Plymouth and especially the community center and walking dome.  
• Local sidewalks and upkeeping them for families to enjoy their cities parks. Lack of first time 

homes under 200K properties  
• Loud noise from cars racing around the city,  cant sit in my backyard peacefully. 
• LOWER TAXES 



• Lowering the speed limit on streets that currently have a limit of 45 mph. Development has 
made traveling those roads more hazardous and people are still driving distracted (phone use). 

• MAINTAINING & IMPROVING THE CITY CENTER. 
• MAINTAINING A SAFE CITY 
• Maintaining a safe environment  
• Maintaining a stong public school system.  Maintaining fiscal responsiblity, both taxes and 

expenditures. 
• MAINTAINING A STRONG VIBRANT COMMUNITY AND COUNTING TO MAINTAIN WHAT 

PLYMOUTH HAS NOW AND CONTINUE TO INVEST IN FUTURE FOR A STRONG ACTIVE FAMILY 
COMMUNITY AS WELL AS SERVICING THE RETIRED ELDERLY COMMUNITY. 

• Maintaining affordability for all kinds of residents 
• maintaining affordable housing  
• MAINTAINING ECONOMIC HEALTH 
• MAINTAINING INDUSTRIAL BASE TO HELP W/TAXES. SNOW REMOVAL 
• MAINTAINING PUBLIC SAFETY AS MORE AND MORE POPULATION INCREASED SHIFT 

COMMUNITY. WE HAVE WITNESSED A SHIFT IN THE MIX OF PEOPLE VISITING OUR AREAS, AND 
HAD CRIMES IN OUR IMMEDIATE VICINITY FOR THE FIRST TIME, AFTER NO CRIMES OR MANY 
YEARS. WE WANT EVERYONE TO ENJOY OUR LOVELY CITY - BUT WE WANT IT TO REMAIN SAFE. 

• MAINTAINING QUALITY OF LIFE & SAFETY WHILE BALANCING THE BUDGET. 
• MAINTAINING QUALITY OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS 
• Maintaining quality services at a reasonable tax rate 
• MAINTAINING ROADS 
• Maintaining safety and sense of community 
• MAINTAINING THE GENERALLY EXCELLENT QUALITY OF LIFE 
• MAINTAINING WHAT WE HAVE-PARKS GRASS MOVED - AND LANDSCAPING MAINTAINED! 
• Make living here more affordable.  
• Making people feel safe 
• Making sure the people of Plymouth are safe.  Safe roads, neighborhoods and homes. 
• Making the cost of living affordable; while businesses can still prosper.  
• Managing as population ages by attracting younger people and families.  Safety, access to retail 

and entertainment support and attract a younger demographic 
• MANAGING GROWTH WHILE MAINTAINS FOCUS ON WELLNESS OF RESIDENTS 
• MANAGING GROWTH, HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION 
• MANAGING REMAINING OPEN SPACE 
• Meeting the demands of the growing population and expansion of homes being built. 

Educational systems that can keep up with this and not having students and families feel like 
they are just part of a big system. Need to keep education at a personal level. 

• MEXICO AREA CRIME & BACK TO SUPPORT FOR POLICE 
• Modernization such as lack of electric vehicle charging infrastructure and comprehensive 

recycling 
• MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• MORE RESTAURANTS - NOT ALL CHAINS BREWERIES, VARIETY WE ALWAYS GO TO MAPLE GROVE 

OR WAYZATA TO EAT 



• MORE RESTAURANTS. Cannot stress this enough. I don't want a chick filA. I want a nice place to 
eat. Vet them like nyc and only keep the actual good ones. But whatever. Get restaurants. And 
shopping. Please not another cheap nail salon or liquor store.  

• More sidewalks to get around on foot. Especially near hwy 55.  
• moving away from a car based community planning mindset 
• My guess is that all the projects will go forward without general public consensus or disclosure. 

Somewhat akin to the unnecessary replacement of main street with roundabouts and 
construction for a year, Did the public have a say? 

• NA 
• NATIONAL ECONOMIC DISASTER 
• Need more diverse and high-quality restaurants and shops.  
• Need more restarants  
• New housing developments straining schools, traffic, and eliminating green space 
• No affordable housing for first time home buyers. The income limits for housing programs 

through the city are not realistic, a first time homebuyer couple making less than $83k a year 
would never be approved for a loan to purchase a home.  

• no central downtown. without it there isnt a sense of a real city (see wayzata, stillwater, 
excelsior) Create a "downtown" and people will come. also more sidewalks for walking 

• NO CITY CENTER WITH SHOPPING & DINING 
• No comment 
• No comment  
• No light rail to downtown 
• NO OPINION 
• No restaurants or places to eat or shop, not a lot of variety. 
• No stand alone swimming/aquatic facility  
• None 
• Not enough affordable housing 
• NOT ENOUGH LOCAL BUSINESSES. NEED MORE SHOPS AND NON CHAIN RESTAURANTS 
• Not enough non chain restaurants and bars and places that families can hang out.  A food hall 

like Malcolm Yards would be a great gathering place. 
• Not enough restaurants and entertainment to attract growth.  
• Not overdoing the conversion to high density housing and bike lanes like Minneapolis and St 

Paul. 
• Not raising taxes. 
• Not sure 
• OUR ASKING IT AFFORDABLE FOR ALL TO LIVE DERO 
• Our commercial sectors are centered around big box buildings where I'm at like Cub, Lowe's and 

Target. I'd like to see small local businesses occupy those places wherever possible. 
• Overall Tax Burden - between property tax, sales tax, income tax and the total cost of liing 

essentials is very high comparatively 
• PAYING FOR ALL THE SERVICES & IMPROVEMENTS THAT ARE WANTED WITHOUT RAISING TAXES. 

PEOPLE ARE ALREADY FEELING THE PINCH OF HIGHER FOOD, GAS, HOUSING, & CLOTHING 
COSTS WHILE THEIR INCOME HASN'T KEPT PACE. 



• People driving while looking at their phones  
• PERCEPTION A CRIME/SAFETY 
• Pick where to spend , what project to choose 
• Places to eat and go out 
• PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AND KEEPING SOME OF THE UNDEVELOPED LAND. 
• PLYMOUTH IS OVERBUILT - STOP TRYING TO DEVELOP MORE TAX - PAYING OPPORTUNITIES. THE 

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF HWY 494 & BASS LAKE RD WAS BEAUTIFUL WITH THE PRUDENTIAL 
BUILDING GROUNDS. NOW IT LOOKS HORRIBLE WITH ALL THE BUILDING BEING DONE. IT SEEMS 
LIKE PLYMOUTH & ALL SUBURBS ARE COMPETING WITH EACH OTHER TO HAVE THE "COOLEST" 
COMMUNITY. WHY IS THAT NECESSARY??? 

• Plymouth isn't really a destination; people drive through it to get to Maple Grove, Minnetonka, 
or the city, all of which have more shopping or restaurants. I live here and shop/dine elsewhere! 

• Plymouth need a downtown.  The stoplights on vicksburg and highway 55 need to be redone.  
Avoid that area as much as possible.  Need some quality food options. 

• Plymouth should stay a traditional island in the crazy metro/state - not cave into special 
interests/DEI/doing things just because other cities are. Don't let a vocal minority dictate what is 
done. 

• PLYMOUTH'S TAP WATER HAS A STRONG TASTE OF CHLORINE. 
• POPULATION GROWTH 
• POPULATION GROWTH & HANDLING OF INCREASED CRIME & SAFETY 
• PREPARING FOR THE WAVE OF SENIORS-HOUSING TRANSFORMABLE SHOPPING HEALTH CARE, 

MOBILITY-SENIOR READ PLEASES BUY AND DOWN AGE OTHERS REED THEIR HOUSED AT 
AFFORDABLE POLICES. 

• PRESERVING PLYMOUTH JUST THE WAY IT IS-NOT LETTING IT BECOME LIKE A MAPLE GROVE TOO 
MUCH RETAIL WITH RESTAURANTS. TOO MUCH CONGESTION. I AVOID MAPLE GROVE IT GIVES 
ME THE FEELING OF EXHAUSTION. ALSO, IT'S VERY CONCERNING THAT MARY MORIARTY IS NOT 
PROSECUTING FELONIES FROM TRAFFIC STOPS. THAT ALONE IS ENCOURAGING CRIME IN OUR 
CITIES. I HAD MY HOME VANDALIZED LAST YEAR. PLYMOUTH HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP 
PRESERVE THE WAY IT IS AND NOT TO KEEP LOOKING FOR WAYS TO OPENED OUR TAX MONEY 

• Proliferation and concentration of low income housing, causing safety concerns in 
neighborhoods. 

• promote local trade and it is very important to preserve and control the security environment 
• Property or housing is more expensive that other cities in the Hennepin County area.  Too many 

new mac-mansion development.  Need more higher density housing development like high rise 
apartment or condominium for sale to the young families.  All of the apartments development 
are for leasing only. 

• protecting power sources from weather challenges 
• PROTECTING THE PEOPLE FROM VIOLENCE 
• PROVIDING ALL ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND KEEPING PROPERTY TAXES DOWN 
• PROVIDING AND SUPPORTING MEANINGFUL ACTIVITIES AND DISTINCTIONS (PARK, SHOPPING, 

RESTRAINTS, PARKS, KID ACTIVITIES, ADULT FITNESS, OPEN OUTDOOR SPACES PARKS, SKATING 
OPPORTUNITIES) FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN ALL THE HOUSING THAT HAS BEEN BUILT. IF 
PLYMOUTH IS ONLY A COMMUNITY OF HOUSE AFTER HOUSE AFTER HOUSE PEOPLE WILL LOOSE 



INTEREST IN LIVING HERE! DUE TO LIMITED IS SO MANY PEOPLE HOCKEY HAS BECOME A SPORT 
FOR THE RICH. MORE ICE! MORE OPEN SKATE! 

• Providing quality, affordable housing 
• PUBLIC SAFETY 
• PUBLIC SAFETY 
• Public safety, strong infrastructure & economic development. NOT social justice or DEI 
• Public transportation  
• PUTTING UP TOO MANY HOUSING OR HOUSING PROJECTS AND NOT CONSIDERING THE ADDED 

TRAFFIC 
• Quality of water, reduce the hardness to EPA levels.  
• RACISM 
• Rail transportation disturbances and because too fast running it shakes houses and damages 

interior ceilings and walls. Running over speed makes us so bad at night and day time because it 
shakes houses so badly. City needs to address this issue as soon as possible. That's the highest 
challenges to live in Plymouth.I hope this server will come up with this issues solution. I called 
Railway customer service center but didn't get any response. Thanks 

• RAPID GROWTH 
• Rapid growth and aging infrastructure 
• REAL ESTATE TAXES 
• Reduce taxes 
• REDUCING AND ADJUSTING DIARIES FEES AND TAXES FOR SERVICES PROVIDED TO ALL 

EQUITABLE AND FAIR LEVEL FOR RESIDENTS WHO DO NOT CATERING PAID SERVICES (ORGANIC 
WASTE COLLECTION). 

• REDUCING DIVISION'S 
• REMAINING A STRONG COMMUNITY BUR DOING WITHOUT THE ADDITIONAL SALES TAX. AVOID 

SHOPPING IN MAPLE GROVE EDINA, BLOOMINGTON & OTHER CITIES THAT BROUGHT THEIR 
COMBINED SALES TX RATE ABOVE 9% 

• REPLACING AGED SENIOR/WATER PIPING 
• Restaurants- too many chains. Most people we know (including our own family) express that 

Maple Grove and Wayzata have way better options overall. 
• retain its cleanliness 
• RIGHT NOW NOTHING I CAN THINK OF 
• RISING COST OT LIVING MOSTLY HOUSING. IT MAKES IT HARD FOR YOUNG FAMILIES TO AFFORD 

TO LIVE IN PLYMOUTH. 
• RISING CRIME RATE SINGLE LANE TRAFFIC ON VICKSBURG - SOUTH IN MORNING 
• Rising Property Taxes and disproportionate distribution of them with not enough to schools. 
• ROAD CONGESTION 
• ROAD CONSTRUCTION/COMES/DELAYS HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY DIFF WITH TO NAVIGATE 

ESPECIALLY THE HWY 55 SECTION BY MEDICINE LAKE. THIS SHOULD HAVE BEE COMPLETED 
WHEN CONSTRUCTION WAS COMPLETED EAST/WEST OF 55. 

• Roadway changes (lower sppeds and single lanes) over past few years creating unnecessary 
bottlenecks that are getting worse and traffic signals that are poorly synced make navigating the 



city arduous. Need to move out of the stone ages and utilize more roundabouts. Additionally 
woke attitude in city hall not optimizing expertise of residence. 

• ROBBINSDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT AREA CAUSING YOUNG FAMILIES TO LEAVE PLYMOUTH, SOLY 
BECAUSE OF THE POOR RATINGS &  REPUTATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TERRIBLY UNFORTUNATE, 
BECAUSE THE AREAS NEIGHBOURHOODS ARE AMAZING. 

• Robbinsdale school district creating undesirability in east Plymouth.  
• ROBBINSDALE SCHOOLS - JR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL SAFETY & QUALITY OF EDUCATION. 
• ROBBINSDALE SCHOOLS! POOR PERFORMANCE. 
• RUNNING OUT OF SPACE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• RUNNING THE CITY LIKE A GOOD BUSINESS AND NOT WASTING MONEY ON SPECIAL INTEREST 

GROUPS. 
• SAFETY 
• Safety 
• SAFETY & CRIME 
• Safety and getting new quality restaurants!!  With the income level of its residences, I'm shocked 

we don't have Wayzata-type restaurants here.   
• SAFETY FOR CHILDREN AT SCHOOLS 
• Safety for residence, including safety of our water, quality and public spaces 
• SAFETY! in a growing and social unrest society. 
• SAFETY. SPORTS FACILITIES ARE GREAT BUT WE NEED TO MAINTAIN EXCELLENT POLICE AND 

FIRE. 
• SAFTY 
• Same challenge everywhere political insanity on the left and right, atomization and isolation 
• SCHOOL SAFETY FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILY 
• Schools and community have been the negative part about Plymouth. Non a fan of raising little 

kids in the schools district that has been having so many issues with crime and losing money.  
• Sense of community, unity 
• Shopping and business development...   We need a Wal-Mart!!! 
• Shopping and decent food options are extremely limited.  Losing the last golf course was 

unfortunate. 
• Smaller families and ageing population resulting in shrinking tax base and fewer  workers 
• SMART GROWTH SAFETY 
• Smart growth, what is your goal? More people? Better quality of life for existing residents? The 

bike trails around here are a serious hazard.  The suburban ethos around biking is still a free-for-
all on the streets and sidewalks and no helmets, which it would be good to change.  the E bikes 
being ridden by 19-year-old boys are incredibly dangerous and a nuisance. The bike trail going 
from 55 to Parker's lake is in very poor condition.Winter bathrooms at the playgrounds would 
really encourage more exercise. More ways for people to safely get across 55 would be 
awesome.The downtown project with the roundabouts has been great though there's definitely 
a learning curve for a lot of people on it yet ha haIt's easy to complain on a form, I'm happy to 
help! 

• spending hard earned tax dollars wisely. 
• Stop making this town feel so isolated. Restaurants are of low quality. 



• Stopping over development. You've pushed development of every square inch of open land to 
get more tax dollars. Stop futzing with the Plymouth City Center and expensive redesign projects 
that don't yield material benefit.  Keep things up but stop over improving things. The dome is 
just fine. Field can be open air in warm months.  Don't burden residents to pay for a 4th sheet at 
PIC. Don't over improve. That  is a huge issue. Mayor is not trustworthy after taking donations 
from Hollydale development. Don't trust him one bit.  

• street lighting on side street. 
• street maintenance 
• STREETS-BEING LARGE ENOUGH FOR THE CITY. 
• TAX 
• Tax increases 
• TAXES 
• TAXES FOR CITY, SCHOOL AND MOSTLY COUNTY 
• THAT IT IS VERY CAR CENTRIC AND THAT THERE ISN'T A CARE AREA WHERE YOU CAN PARK AND 

WALK AROUND TO SHOP, EAT, PLAY 
• THE CHANGE IN TODAYS VIEW & TREMBLED YOUNG PEOPLE. THE VALVES - IN STILLED IN 

FAMILIES IN THE 50'S,60'S,70'S - HAVE TO BE BROUGHT BACK. IF -  FAMILIES, DON'T DO IT. THE 
SCHOOL SUSTAINS MUST - ADDRESS IT,  AND CHURCH TEACHINGS. WE NEED THE VALUE OF LIFE 
BROUGHT BACK! 

• The city has expanded so quickly, in particular in the West/North West area.  The rapid 
expansion is bringing thousands and thousands of new people.  We must ensure our capacity to 
enforce the law and ensure safety keeps up with this expansion.  Compared with my feeling of 
safety in Plymouth 10 years ago, I would rate it much lower today.  We cannot lose site of the 
criticality of safety and consequences for crime. 

• The city infrastructure. Instead of making it easier to get from point A to point B, you've made it 
harder. See Schmitt lake road and Vicksburg lane for example. 

• The city is doing a poor job of finding a tenant for the Four Seasons Mall area and the 
Cornerstone lot.  A playfield at 4 Seasons Mall does not match with the lower Robbinsdale 
School District enrollment numbers, and we don't need to supply playfields for Wayzata/west 
Plymouth in east Plymouth, since many of the services already favor west Plymouth.   Similarly, 
there should be more equality in the servicing of road repair and timeliness of snow removal 
between E and W Plymouth.  East Plymouth seems to be lowest priority for road repair (personal 
observation) and for snow removal (observed on the snowplow website) 

• The creeping hard left agenda of the metro area DFL spreading throughout Hennepin County. I 
am thankful that we still have a city that supports our Police Officers doing their jobs and taking 
criminals off the street, even if the County Attorney doesn't do her job in prosecuting them. On 
our side of town the eyesore area of the old 4 Seasons mall is the largest issue. We feel that 
quality commercial development in that location would be best for the area. The idea of play 
fields and a park-and-ride there is not a solution. Frankly at present we spend most of our "going 
out" money in Maple Grove, New Hope, or Crystal due to the lack of options in the northeast 
quadrant of the city. Overall we find the services from the City of Plymouth to be very good, with 
a possible exception being snow removal on our specific street. We see several times each 
winter that our road is not plowed when all other neighborhood roads have been done. Lastly, I 
know this isn't a city specific issue, but the recent levy by the Osseo-Maple Grove school district 



passed in 2023 was offensive. It should be illegal for the district to hold that referendum in an off 
year with nothing else on the ballot. They knew full well that they could get it crammed through 
because almost no one knew about it when it came up for vote in 2023.  

• The disparity in school districts between Wayzata, Robbinsdale, and Osseo/MG 
• THE DRINKING WATER ITS TERRIBLE 
• THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
• The Federal Government 
• The lack of an identity or town core. Plymouth Blvd has the opportunity to be like Hopkins 

Mainstreet and could be in a league of its own 
• The lack of restaurants and bar gathering spaces for adults on the East side of Plymouth. Traffic! 

The lights in Plymouth are horribly timed on Rockford Rd and cause unnecessary traffic flow 
issues.  

• The largest challenge I see is housing demand in Plymouth and the lack of supply in single family 
homes. We have a vacant foreclosed VC owned home on our street. It is overgrown and mail 
spilling out on the street weekly. The VC doesn't care nor address the citations on the door. The 
home is completely abandoned and which can easily provide for a school aged family with 
children. 

• The overall social and political climate trending away from being welcoming to people of all 
backgrounds and ethnicities  

• The quality of water  our water smells like chlorine all the time, and the city adds Fluoride, 
Which we now know lowers test scores in our children and other alternatives that are much 
better for our health, don't need to be in the water  

• The recent re-painting of Vicksburg and Schmidt Lake Rd. reducing two lanes down to one.  It 
makes for unbearable traffic and does not increase safety.  Re-paint as two lanes each way. 

• The Robbinsdale School District is abysmal--I wouldn't send my kids there.  I discourage young 
families from moving to the east side of Plymouth because of that. 

• THE SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS REALLY GONE DOWNHILL SINCE WE HAVE MOVED IN. 
• The stretch of 101 between Highway 6 and Highway 12 which is four lanes without turning lane 

and sidewalks right next to the road and utility poles in the middle of the sidewalks.  Tons of 
rear-end accidents and not safe for pedestrians,  Relatedly, the intersection of 101 and 6 right by 
Oakwood Elementary is not safe.  Finally the electrical poles should be put underground to avoid 
unnecessary outages and ugliness. 

• THE ZONING DECISIONS THAT HAVE ELIMINATED GREEN AREAS IN ORDER TO MAKE WAY FOR AN 
INCREASING NUMBER OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS. 

• There is no variety here to bring in people. Everything in Plymouth is also located somewhere 
else.  

• There is not a centeralized downtown. We need something that people come to shop/eat/visit. 
Similar to downtown Maple Grove, or Stillwater. Maybe the area by the lifetime and the round a-
abouts would be a perfect stretch for open door businesses and restaurants to open.  Allowing 
people to walk up and down the street. Plus those streets have plenty of parking for visitors. We 
want to attract high spending individuals, and near the hilde and the hockey rink will help with 
that as well. Love everything else about plymouth, it is just missing that downtown shop and eat 
vibe of other cities. It would highly increase the money and people coming in to the city.  



• THEY ONLY DO STUFF TO THE PARKS BY THE CITY CENTER THEY WANT US TO WALK BUT DON'T 
EVEN SHOVEL SIDEWALKS OR TRIM NEEDS. GET AWAY FROM THE CITY HALL AND LOOK AROUND 
THE TRAIL THROUGH SOUTH BEACH PARK IS SO BAD I SA AN OLD MAN WITH A WALKER A 
COUPLE YEARS AGO HE HAD TO TURN AROUND. THE TRAIL IS SO BROKEN BUT EVERYTHING IS 
STATE OF THE ART UP BY HILDE 

• Thoughtful design and planning 
• Thriving high density residential coupled with high density restaurants and shopping centres. 
• TIRED OF 4 LANE ROADS TURNED INTO 2 LANE AND TIRED OF ROUNDABOUTS 
• To do more with less. 
• TO MANAGE THE CITY WITHOUT RACING TAXES-DO THE CHANGES & IMPROVEMENTS SLOWLY  

& WITHIN THE BUDGET. LET PEOPLE KNOW PRESENT & FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS 
• TO REMAIN AT THE TOPIC TOUGH ACT. CONTINUE TO BE FAMILY AND YOUTH ORIENTED. A 

GREAT PLACE TO LIVE 
• TONS OF HOUSING BUT PEOPLE TEND TO GO TO MAPLE GROVE OR MINNETONKA FOR FOOD, 

BARS, ETC. 
• Too many apartment complexes (both existing and planned) and not enough single family. 
• Too many old people, and not enough affordable housing to replace them with younger people 

and families when they die. 
• TOO MANY PEOPLE 
• Too much growth and developments that are taking away our green spaces.  
• Too much housing is being developed where the space should be green space/parks/walking 

trails.  Example - Hollydale Golf Course.  Before we know it, there will be a tax increase because a 
new high school needs to be built.  Additionally, the expense was incurred to have boulevards 
created ( very nice ); however, the maintenance of them has not been up to par.  They should be 
kept up year round.  

• TOO MUCH LOW INCOME HOUSING BRINGING IN UNDESIRABLE RESIDENTS 
• Too much mass housing developments. Need larger yards & home lots. Before all available space 

is housing.  
• TOO MUCH ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF ROADS 
• Too much section 8 housing.  
• toxic focus on diversity and left leaning politics 
• TRAFFIC 
• Traffic congestion  
• TRAFFIC FLOW 
• TRAFFIC FROM OVER BUILDING HOUSING 
• Traffic growth  
• Traffic, water quality 
• Traffic. Stop catering to cyclists and make traffic patterns better  
• Transitioning from a growth mindset to a fully platted landscape.  When new construction 

wanes, will we be able to offset needs with existing residents? 
• Transparency and a lack of guiding principles about what to fund.  The last newsletter released 

strategic priorities, but did not give greater transparency around decision making about 
investments - one example - roundabouts near the city center - that change added marginal 



value, cost a substantial amount and put the main street out of commission for about a year or 
more.  What was the process of deciding to spend money on that?  Where was the input  and 
how was the project positioned?  I'd like to see either/or funding options placed in front of the 
residents who pay taxes.  It just looks like you are wasting money on unnecessary things and 
then proposing an additional sales tax.  The way these beautification or safety'/street 
improvements are decided on and implemented looks frivolous and out of touch.    

• Trump and his allies 
• UNCERTAINLY ABOUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 
• Uncertainty  
• Underage electric bicycle use on city streets 
• Unmonitored traffic - lack of patrol cars, especially at major intersections (Rockford and 

northwest, etc.).  Keeping ‘affordable housing" at a minimum.  
• Unsure at this time. 
• Upkeep and maintenance of current infrastructure.  Berms and curb lines along with weed 

control are poorly managed.  Perfect example: median along County road 9 from Vicksburg to 
36th AV and median westbound from Vicksburg along 36th St.  Other cities, namely Woodbury 
and Edina have much more attractive public avenues, showing they care about how they are 
viewed by guests to their cities. 

• Urban sprawl, need to drive most places 
• Usable green space.  Lack of golf facility 
• Utilizing the remaining space efficiently and for the best benefit to residents.  
• Variety of restaurants and shops  
• Very high property taxes pushing people out of their homes since they cannot afford to pay more 

and more each year 
• VERY POOR DRINKING WATER WITH FLUORIDE CITY ELECTED OFFICIALS MAIN FOCUS IS HOW TO 

BE ELECTED OR RE-ELECTED & THEY ALL BECOME BUREAUCRATS AND DONT KEEP THINGS/LIFE 
SIMPLE. 

• Vicksburg traffic. It's cumbersome to try to get out of residential neighborhoods and onto 
Vicksburg due to the heavy flow of traffic, especially at peak hours.  

• Walkability 
• Waste  of tax payer money on City improvements.  Poorly designed common areas and streets 
• Water quality 
• we are facing a possible recession 
• WE DON'T THINKS WE HAVE ONE. 
• We have limited restaurants or breweries to enjoy in Plymouth 
• We need a central shopping, dining and entertainment area for a sense of community as well as 

to attract more visitors and encourage those who come for youth sports to stay and spend 
money.  

• we need more affordable housing and we need more street lights 
• We need more character in Plymouth.  There is no real good layout of a city center with great 

shopping and local restaurants where familes can walk and hang.  The parks are very old.  Fields 
are old (baseball, soccer, hockey, and tennis/pickleball). We need more updated facilities to 



match the amount of population, especially population that all use these facilities freq.  Raise 
taxes to get us better facilities. 

• We need more trees to shield houses from busy streets. A busy street is behind my house and it 
is noisy whenever I'm out on my deck. 

• WE SHOULD CHECK SOME OF THE PEOPLE CLOSER THEN WE DON MOTIVES WOULD YOU LET 
ANYONE INTO YOUR HOME? NOT IN TODAYS WORLD. WE MUST BE SMARTER. WE BELIEVE IN 
DIVERSITY UNFORTUNATELY IT A DIFFERENT DAY. WE BELIEVE IN LEAD GOV. 

• We tend to use Maple Grove more for concerts, shopping and community activites 
• Wish we had a main street with cafes, shops, etc. 
• With the significant development underway at the old Prudential site, many nearby residents are 

increasingly concerned about the dramatic rise in traffic—particularly along Northwest Blvd and 
Pineview Lane. It's essential that a clear plan be put in place to preserve the quality of life for 
neighborhoods surrounding the area. Beyond traffic congestion, conversations with neighbors 
have also raised concerns about a potential increase in crime, as well as declining air quality 
from the higher volume of vehicle exhaust. 

• Working within their budget. 
• Year round/All day street parking, lack of local events, have more family friendly 

events/activities, don't charge admission fees to Plymouth residents for entering facilities that 
our tax dollars paid for (i.e. Kube), and add high-end food establishments. Sorry for the list…:) 

• Your overall planning doesn't bring people in.  There are a ton of fast food places but no good 
restaurants.  Teens go to wayzata or maple grove to hang out bc there are better food options 
and things to do.  Plymouth has nothing for them to do except hang out at cubs. Ur downtown 
area is all random businesses that I would never go to.  If I want to go to lunch or go meet a 
friend, it wont be in plymouth. 

• Youth baseball and softball facilities nand maintenance are an embarrassment compared with 
surrounding communities. 
 

Responses from the Open Participation Survey: 

• #1 Tourism - Need more 4/5 star restaurants (way too many fast food restaurants) and different 
attractions.  (Find out what draws people to top rated tourist cities?)   #2 Traffic - Signal lights 
need to be checked weekly to enhance traffic flow - Sitting at lights, especially cross over streets, 
have been too long.   

• 55 & Rockford. Panhandling. Keeping shopping areas clean; maintaining medians so weeds don't 
overgrow; maintaining parking lot in the abandoned car dealer lot. 

• A car is required to do anything. 
• A cohesive community identity. 
• Ability to attract and keep unique, independent stores to bring people to Plymouth. We have lots 

of chain stores and restaurants, but very few Plymouth-only vendors like northeast or uptown 
do. Things like vintage stores, vegan restaurants (Francis Burger Joint), and art collectives are 
popular on instagram, and would be great ways to bring other people from around Minnesota. 

• Above ground power lines. With the changes to the climate storms are more powerful and 
continue to grow in intensity. Preventing fire and power loss by burying the power lines would 
be  expensive short term but would have long term pay off. 



• Accessibility and affordable housing, especially for the disabled and the aging populations 
• Accountability 
• Adapting to an increasingly diverse population. Looking to the future to determine where people 

are coming from and what they may need. 
• Adapting to extreme weather 
• Adding apartment buildings is a terrible idea… will turn us into Burnsville 
• Adequately maintaining resources to keep up with population growth.  Ice arena improvements 

are desperately needed to meet demand.  
• Affordability 
• Affordability 
• Affordability  
• Affordability for families 
• Affordable family housing, homes, apartments, townhomes….. 
• affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• affordable housing 
• affordable housing 
• Affordable Housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable Housing 
• affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• Affordable housing 
• affordable housing 
• Affordable housing  
• Affordable housing  
• Affordable housing  
• affordable housing and expanded transportation 
• Affordable housing and lack of support from the federal government.   
• Affordable housing and living  
• Affordable housing and living expenses  
• Affordable housing and more rental for senior citizens 
• Affordable housing and taxes. Taxes are insane in my zone. Homes are just not affordable here.  
• Affordable housing especially for seniors. 
• Affordable housing. Keeping property taxes low. 
• Affordable housing/ inflation…need an exercise facility that doesn't cost $$$.  The community 

center should have a gym.  Not everyone can afford Lifetime 
• Affordable living  
• Affordable Single Family housing 



• Affordable single family housing. I have family who would love to move to Plymouth but lacking 
opportunities for starter homes. Most housing is townhomes or expensive homes.  

• Affordable, higher quality housing that young families can buy to be able to stay in the area 
• Aging  
• Aging  infrastructure as welll as aging population. The older generation has no affordable 

housing options which means they stay in their existing housing leaving no room for new 
families. 

• Aging / updating building and homes 
• Aging facilities 
• Aging infrastructure in the older neighborhoods 
• AGING PLAYGROUNDS, MORE CASUAL RESTAURANTS  
• Aging population  
• Aging Population, declining workforce and family size. 
• Aging population, with the rest of us working. 
• All chain restaurants, youth sports busting at the seams with current, outdated facilities, drinking 

water is terrible, very suburban and not super interesting.  
• All street lights are not LED. City of Minnetonka,Maple grove and eden Praire have changed all 

street lights to LED 10 years ago. Your city engineer does not have interest to do it or listen the 
suggestion of resident. If you are interested please reply to my email. 

• Attracting better restaurants and shopping to make it a destination  
• Attracting businesses  
• Attracting good restaurants.  
• Attracting restaurants and retail 
• attracting retail including restaurants 
• Attracting younger families to Plymouth and making it financially viable for them to live here. 
• Avoiding multi-culturalism - forging a unified culture without ethnic enclaves like minneapolis. 
• Balancing demands for growth and progress with keeping the small town feel of connectedness  
• Balancing desired growth while maintaining open greenspace 
• Balancing growth with keeping open spaces 
• Balancing the current quality of life against traffic improvements, epxansions, etc 
• Balancing the needs of all residents/citizens with outside pressures. Allowing Eagle Creek to 

build there church comes to mind. One of the single worst decisions the city has made in my 
memory. Also reducing Vicksburg to 1 lane has made driving on that road so much worse. More 
traffic during heavily trafficked times as well as longer waits at lights and lack of right hand turn 
lanes into all neighborhoods. Two terrible recent decisions. I am also worried about who 
Wayzata picks as it's next superintendent because of the way politics has seeped into public 
education.  If they choose someone who brings too much politics into the role I will have to 
consider leaving.  

• Becoming more diverse. 
• Being able to merge the existing infrastructure of road ways with the increasing traffic volume 

due to expansion both residentially and commercially.  The phrase "land of stop lights" is 
synonymous with the Plymouth roadways.  

• being fiscally responsible 



• Being part of Hennepin county.  
• better grocery stores 
• Better options for shopping and dining surrounding us in Maple Grove, Minnetonka, and 

Wayzata. Plymouth is nice but feels very "cookie cutter" with mid options as far as shopping and 
dining go. Would love to see more unique stores, dining, a real "center" area with plenty of 
parking and activities including theater, music, green space. Picture something like Centennial 
Lakes in Edina but with the shopping/dining options of Wayzata or Arbor Lakes. More places that 
could be a destination to spend time and explore/hang out/go out. 

• Better surfaces for existing bicycle/pedestrian paths  
• Blending the older and newer areas of Plymouth. How do you make Plymouth attractive to 

retirees as majority of housing is larger single family homes that aren't conducive to aging in 
place. 

• Bringing community together and government transparency. 
• Bringing in people / events to Plymouth, in return builds the local economy.  Having nice places 

to eat shop and nice recreation facilities with in Plymouth. Keeping a high level of public safety 
and retaining police and fire fighters  

• Bringing our police force to full capacity with quality recruits for the safety and protection of it's 
residents 

• Brining balance to our community while still affordable. 
• Budget and retaining high quality public education 
• Budgeting for all services 
• Building a truly inclusive community  
• Building too many houses!! Not enough good restaurants or green spaces  
• Businesses that go out of business, but the land/lot/building sits vacant for years. Burger King, 

Four seasons mall and former car dealership on 494 and Rockford RD for example. Really an 
eyesore for the residents.  

• Bussing in kids from Mpls to attend Plymouth schools to increase enrollment, often labelling as 
special needs to get more funding for them.  Need to close schools and consolidate school 
buildings. 

• cant make everyone happy 
• Caring for our needy.  We should NOT have folks begging at intersections. 
• Cars consistently running red lights in the city.  Very dangerous...   especially on Rockford Rd. 
• Catering to family needs and the aging population.  
• Changing restrictions on residential street speeds from 30 to 20 mph.  Also enforcement of 

electric bikes on streets. 
• Choosing just ONE garbage pickup vendor for Plymouth, saving everyone money including 

property owners who won't have to have their streets repaved for a couple of decades or more. 
• City government waste, such as the Plymouth boulevard roundabouts. 
• City is headed in a direction  that does not align with my values. We are planning to move soon. 
• City planning that doesn't inflict high-density development on residential areas. 
• City planning. Too much focus on developing more areas or increasing density in previously 

developed areas. Stop trying to fit more!  



• city rules and regulations not being enforced,  noise issues, pets off leash in public, building 
without permit, neighbor harassment not taken seriously - "its a civil issue" not a police problem 

• City staff poor attitude.  They act like residents are idiots and always find ways to not provide 
good customer service.  

• City walking is hard, walking paths are disjointed or nonexistent in many areas.  There were no 
questions on this survey about city ordinance enforcement, which has been very poor the 7 
years I've lived in Plymouth.  The City does a poor job in inspecting vendor services, but 
residents are charged the fees. 

• Climate alarmism: has the potential to destroy everything we hold dear!!! It is making our 
infrastructure unreliable and expensive. Behind that DEI and wokeness are insane. The city 
needs to terminate their DEI office and not focuse on this foolishness. The city council needs to 
stop focusing on these liberal causes and get back to making this the cheapest and best place in 
the state to live. 

• Climate change  
• Climate change.   Please invest in clean city vehicles, encourage and help residents convert lawn 

to no-mow, continue rebates for electric mowers and other lawn equipment, insist that new 
buildings have solar panels, improve walking and biking opportunities, implement meatless 
mondays at schools, etc. 

• Cohesiveness.   
• Combating the current federal government and its policies.  
• Commercial development and the obvious lack of a citywide plan. 
• Community engagement 
• Community identity 
• commuticating with residents 
• Compared to playfields of our border communities ours are in poor condition and tight for 

space.  I coach youth sports and to keep open  keep association play (access for all) vs club which 
not all can afford.  School district hasn't maintained theirs.  Also concerned with large employers 
closing/not renewing leases like Medtronic.  This is a loss of sales tax revenue  

• Concerned that city management highly value law enforcement including better pay to improve 
retention.  

• Congested roads and drivers routinely driving 20+ mph over the limit on the roads which aren't 
congested 

• Congestion and traffic getting places 
• Congestion.  Wasting money on nonessentials 
• Connecting commercial areas with residential developments  
• Connecting neighborhoods to business/commercial to allow for alternative modes of transport 

(walking, biking, scooters) 
• Constant road construction without actually improving anything  
• Construction 
• containing growth and maintaining existing saftety and affordability. 
• Continously improving the aging city and crime control  
• Continue  efforts to keep residents safe from crime and violence and disruptive protests. 
• Continue growth and tax money not coming in fast enough to address city needs.  



• Continued high density development making Plymouth less of a unique city and more "any town 
USA".  

• Continued infrastructure improvements  
• Continued safety and reduction of taxes, managing growth of population 
• Continuing to keep taxes low 
• Continuing to provide high quality services by city government while dealing with aging 

infrastructure and a rising cost of living.  
• Continuing to support our heroes (Police, Fire and Other First Responders) The people who 

protect us. 
• Continuing to welcome diversity and shelter/safety to vulnerable populations in this federal 

culture 
• Control of crime 
• Control your spending.  Stop investing in pet projects.   
• COST INCREASES 
• Cost of housing  
• Cost of housing  
• Cost of housing, supply and demand 
• Cost of living 
• Cost of living 
• Cost of living  
• Cost of living and tax allocation. Why didn't my taxes cover road repairs in my neighborhood? 

That seems crazy.  
• Cost of living, inflation, taxes make it hard to get ahead with a family.   
• Cost of living, people dumping furniture, trees not replaced after accidents  
• Cost of living, safety, quality ofFamily life and opportunities for kids-parks, sidewalks to help 

protect from bad drivers,  sport amenities.  No more hi density housing congestion  
• Cost of living. We don't need a sales tax! 
• Creating a community where everyone experiences belonging, purpose and connection 
• Creating a destination town, fine dining and shopping opportunities. 
• Creating a place that welcomes diversity. 
• Creating an eating n shopping dowowntownmt 
• Crime 
• Crime 
• Crime 
• Crime  
• Crime and gun control. 
• Crime and safety 
• Crime and violence in District 281 schools and in the parks with lack of transparency to nearby 

residents. 
• Crime coming from outside of Plymouth 
• Crime encroachment from other cities; Hennepin County not prosecuting crime.  
• Crime prevention; attracting local businesses; developing a true city center feel 
• Crime, influx of non-english speaking people, beggars on corners, old retail infrastructure 



• Crowding, Affordable Housing  
• Current mayor's priorities are not aligned with the community.  
• Cuts in federal funding.  
• Dealing with growth as potential residential space is used up 
• Dealing with the failure of the current Federal Government resulting In distrust of all levels of 

government  
• Decay of societal values 
• Decent roads  
• Declining education k-12 students 
• Declining public school funding and the overall quality of the K-12 education due to large class 

size and short of high quality teachers 
• Decreasing our road capacity by changing four lane roads to two lane roads such as Vicksburg 
• DEI 
• Deporting illegals 
• Deterioration of Robinsdale shools/district 
• Develop a vibrant gourmet dining, cafe environment 
• Developing and maintaining tools and techniques to build and sustain civil engagement across 

the political/ideological spectrum 
• Development of Four Seasons and protecting our natural resources  
• Disparity in the quality of the four school districts, which separate our kids and community. 
• Distracted drivers causing congestion.  Why are we not enforcing this? 
• District 281, lack of concern regarding environment in neighborhoods.  (Maintenance of blvd 

trees in yards, interruption of water flow through yards,  barking dogs)  
• Diversity  
• Diversity and making sure that these neighbors maintain their properties.  
• Donald Trump 
• Don't know 
• Don't know 
• Don't know 
• Don't know  
• Don't know  
• Don't know.  Can't say. 
• Don't need a perm dome 
• Drinking water and traffic  
• Driving distance to shopping and lack of high quality shopping and dining options.  Plymouth 

used to have more local shopping and restaurant options like Wayzata, but has become more like 
Maple Grove with dependence almost exclusively on national chains.  This has left a city with 
little character and options available anywhere.  Allowing Chick Fill A to locate at the site of a 
long time local restaurant is a vivid illustration of the issue.  No reason to live here except for the 
schools. 

• Eating up the remaining green space with more McMansions 
• Economic issues. ..high cost of taxes, and services and crime 
• Economics and the Trump administration 



• Economics, funding education 
• Economics, inflation, and taxes 
• Education opportunities - a large portion of Plymouth residents are in the troubled Robbinsdale 

School District which is seeing declining enrollment and financial instability. This will result in 
lower property values and less demand for housing and will cause a portion of Plymouth to be 
undesireable. Please look for opportunities to influence a path forward. Perhaps all of Plymouth 
should be in ONE school district? 

• Effective and planned growth balancing residential needs and increasing non-residential tax base 
while controlling cost.  

• Effective consistent and updated Communication. I had to answer "Don't know" to too many 
questions. 

• Elementary class size & After-school care for elementary kids. There isn't enough space in the 
programs - the youngest grades, such as pre-k, kindergarten, and 1st graders, should be 
guaranteed spots as they can't be left alone at home. 

• Encouraging non residents to visit. We have nothing that makes Plymouth a "destination point" 
unlike Hopkins, Maple Grove, Excelsior, Wayzata that have great restaurants to choose from, 
cute shopping areas, or large areas with diverse shops (Arbor Lakes). There is no "downtown", 
which was a huge error in city planning.  I don't see any way to rectify this immense oversight. It 
would be nice to tear down Lifetime and recreate a more modern facility.  Lastly, why are there 
no pickleball courts on the west side of the city?Perhaps you could reconstruct the unused 
tennis courts at Parkers into real pb courts.   

• Ensuring a vibrant community 
• Ensuring affordable housing and transportation for those impacted  
• Ensuring crime remains low 
• Ensuring high quality public schools as population is growing rapidly.. Wayzata needs a new 

Middle school immediately! 
• Ensuring that our public spaces are maintained and safe to be enjoyed by all 
• Ensuring that Plymouth is a safe place to live. Effective law enforcement is essential. Increasing 

tax paying businesses is very important. Maple Grove seems to get more than its fair share of 
business growth. 

• Environment 
• Environmental priorities in the face of climate change: clean water in our lakes, streams, healthy 

air quality, elimination of fossil fuels. Second runner up: purchasing healthy, affordable food in 
Plymouth. I currently buy 95% of our groceries in maple grove (Costco) and Minnetonka (trader 
Joe's). 

• Environmental stewardship and expanding outdoor recreation sites.  
• Equity and Inclusion, true community  - examples: anti-Black, anti-Muslim, anti-

Trans/Homophobia abound in all communities in Plymouth, HOA decisions, and there is no 
apparent/visible/tangible effort by the City to work toward creating the conditions that would 
lead to greater equity and inclusion (especially for non-Indian people of color). Decisions and 
actions appear to be guided by the loudest voices, whereas true inclusion would mean that in 
every decision, the City makes an active , purposeful proactive effort to ensure BIPOC, LGBTQ, 
Disabled etc. communities are ACTIVELY, REGULARLY sought out to not just "sit at the table", but 
to be a part of creating/building that table. There are many ways this work can be done, and 



many people  that would gladly join IF the opportunities were given. I am not sure to what 
extent walkability or ease of access to more local meeting spots would do exactly, but that too 
could help.  

• Establish good restaurants--not chains 
• Establishing central core areas of retail and business that make Plymouth feel more like a 

community within walking distance of residential. We're close to this around Vicksburg/Hwy 55, 
but it still feels like impersonal suburbia. 

• Excess of franchise restaurants and mediocre entertainment scene 
• Expanding services for our aging population 
• Extremely high property taxes that don't seem to stop double digit increasing.  The city 

government giving in to DEI/woke public (or internal) pressure to conform to their ideology.  
Snow plow drivers who don't yield to multiple orange property markers and tear up large swaths 
of lawn. 

• Family affordable dining, Like Denny's or Country Kitchen 
• Fascists and conservatives.  
• Federal Government 
• Federal Government Uncertainty  
• Figure out crime and your budget.  
• Figuring out how to improve despite the current federal situation.  We need to focus on 

improving our environmental impact and not only having green spaces and calling that enough.  
Focus on the green steps program 

• Finances  
• Financial management so the city can make needed repairs/improvements without raising 

property taxes.  
• Financing all projects that are deemed necessary 
• Finding balance of growth while maintaining the feel of high quality family experience. With 

large new developments, they add traffic and congestion which is not what most residents 
wanted when moving west and out of urban, higher density cities.  

• Finding buildable space for new housing. 
• Finishing the roads so we can get around Plymouth 
• First class restaurants  
• FIrst of all the questions presented seem to me are biased with the underlying theme to spend 

more taxpayer money on junk projects. The challenge I see facing Plymouth is to creatively cut 
the cost of government and therefore the business and home owners tax burden. 

• Focusing on too many initiatives, and thereby possibly losing focus on the most important 
priorities (public safety, infrastructure, quality of life, education) 

• Funding the improvements planned and wished for. 
• Getting busier = More traffic. We moved here because there wasn't as much traffic before, but 

just means Plymouth is a great place that attracts people so we understand. Just want to ensure 
we maintain/preserve our natural areas. 

• Getting four-seasons mall area back to a commercial tax-paying state!!!!!! 
• Getting good people to get involved  



• Giving land to a church that already has 12 other sites in the metro area is baffling. We also need 
to do more about the environment. 

• Good restaurants - not fast food - brings peoples in 
• Good restaurants.  
• Grouth 
• Growing and sustaining an outstanding quality of life in Plymouth for the next generation 

challenges ahead in environment, education, commerce, government support, etc. How do we 
preserve and expand this good life and make it available to many?  

• Growing so fast that there is not enough space for recreational/sports 
• Growing too big. Too many high end houses and loosing green space.  
• Growing too fast  
• Growth 
• Growth - so any new housing developments and more people, need to ensure the infrastructe to 

support is in place.  
• Growth affecting Wayzata schools 
• growth and traffic (Bass Lake Road) 
• Growth rate and housing. Don't want to lose green spaces and natural environment 
• Gun violence  
• Hard to bike around with all of the large roads like 55 or 694 in the way. Would like to be able to 

easily connect to the Luce Line Trail and other trails safely. 
• Having affordable single family homes for young families. They are getting pushed out to the 

outer suburbs like Dayton, Otsego, Rogers 
• Having one school district  
• Having some sort of "main street" that has entertainment, shops, bars that is walkable to bring 

in growth.  
• Heavy, heavy taxes and I think a lot of the money goes to things that aren't all that important to 

me, so I appreciate the opportunity to weight in. I am also concerned about the density of 
development and the trend towards smaller and smaller lots. 

• Helping the young and old who suffer from mental health issues. 
• High cost living and High Taxes 
• High Property tax. High energy bills. Cost of living 
• High property taxes  
• High Taxes 
• High taxes  
• High taxes and money over people motives of the city.  
• Highway 55 and overall traffic has increased since building out the NW area as well as growing 

western cities.   
• Highway 55 construction. The state needs to be better at planning these upgrades.  
• highway 55 traffic 
• Highway maintenance, traffic control 
• home ownership opportunities for older adults looking to downsize, retire such as one level 

townhomes 
• Homeless people and affordable housing. 



• Homeowner taxes, making living here very expensive  
• Honestly I think Plymouth is an awesome place to live. I think the biggest thing to focus on is 

limiting climate change impacts and animal /plant habitat destruction. We should be focusing on 
rewilding what we can to preserve nature for future generations. I think incentives for planting 
native landscapes is one of the most important things we can do moving forward. We need to 
move on from cut and manicured lawns that are sterile and waste water, basically our most 
valuable resource. All city/government spaces should be covered in native plants - even if it is 
just starting from seeds and take a while to get established that is fine. Seeds are very cheep. 
Along all roads, just plant native prairie seed mixes - minimal mowing/care needed and instant 
habitat for birds and bugs. Provide incentives for industry in the city to do more than just 
scraggly grass lawns in front of their businesses. Can they get a plaque/recognition if they 
maintain a pocket prairie or plant oak trees and a native flower bed? That wouldn't cost much 
and would provide a lot of help in our suburban area. Maybe run a fun campaign for residents to 
rewild their lawns or plant pocket prairies and get them discounted seeds/plants/plugs? 

• Housing costs 
• Housing costs.  
• housing for all economic levels 
• Housing growth and needs including public education. 
• Housing growth and Wayzata public school district capacity …getting too big 
• Housing.  I live alone in a 3 bedroom/2bath single home on 1/2 acre. I have 7 other neighbors 

with similar living conditions. I am open to alternative living (prefer not to leave Plymouth) 
solutions but cost and joy of living are crucial. I see ads for 55+ living communities that are 
individual homes but still have community. I guess like a small town for old people, within the 
city of Plymouth.  Easy walking to eateries, parks etc. Doesn't that sound wonderful?  I don't 
EVER see myself living in an apt or the like. 

• How to keep the city livable while being affordable. 
• How to transition to maintaining stability once Plymouth is fully developed vs. the significant 

growth seen in the past few years  
• I am am fustrated that my tax dollars are spent on projects & a few years later the city decides to 

redo the project again. Vicksburg ln is an example of this.  Now the road is a mess, seams and 
strips all over. Its rough to drive now that its retro fitted. Its seems the planning commission has 
too much power. Im concerned about the amount of spending on the sculptures going up 
around town. 

• I don't feel that the entire City of Plymouth is about equal treatment of the residential 
environment. This means that it appears that an excessive amount of money has been recently 
spent in the "Downtown" area of the City of Plymouth. Even the Millennium Gardens; they are 
nice, but for what reason is there to have an imbalanced beauty and upkeep for ALL of 
Plymouth? Yes, there are more expensive homes and a higher financial strata in the western side 
of Plymouth. However,  we have lived in our house (44 years old) for 34 years.  Kids graduated 
from AHS. I was employed by CHS in New Hope. We attended church in New Hope, but now in 
Crystal.  The degree of old, unkempt environment is noticeable in our area (quadrant #4 
specifically the area encompassed by Nathan Lane North, Schmitt Lake Road, Zachary Lane 
North, and 42nd Ave N.) How about using the money, that is used to glitz the COP "Downtown" 
area, instead, to improve the area of #4 quadrant in which we live? Numerous trees and bushes 



were planted on Zachary Lane north of 42nd several years ago (near ZLE school); they are dead, 
dying, unkempt, and ugly. New asphalt pathway was laid in fall of 2024 in the Rolling Hills Park, 
but the edges and grass was not cared for professionally.  Maple Grove's street islands are full of 
beautifully cared for trees, bushes, and plants. Our snow plowing has improved, but it seems to 
take forever for our area to be completed. Zachary Lane south of Rockford Road is terrible. I 
guess there is scheduled road work there in the future. Thank you for taking time to read this! 

• I don't have an answer to this but you should have a category for NOT APPLICABLE.  Example - I 
live in a Condo and have no control over putting in something other than grass. 

• I don't know 
• I enjoy my life here in plymouth. 
• I hear about how young families are unable to find affordable housing in Plymouth. Affordable 

housing is challenging because if we add more, there are issues that come along with it. 
Typically, lower income housing means less tax dollars to pay for all of the beautiful activities 
planned for the city.  Affordable housing is also very often apartment-style which means more 
people in a smaller area which can result in increased crime. There are also  typically more 
school-aged children which can put a strain on the already overloaded schools. I like the open 
spaces and yards rather than adding a four story apartment building down the street. I am all for 
affordable housing but truthfully, not in my backyard. <-that stinks because I feel I am not being 
a good neighbor by thinking that way. 

• I live in the old part of Plymouth and we're disconnected from the rest of Plymouth.  Secondly 
we need more restaurants and shopping. 

• I think Plymouth is a bedroom community and will never become a city center or a destination 
for people outside of the areas. Focus should be more on providing options and services and 
alternatives for the actual Plymouth residents 

• I think the biggest draw to Plymouth is the part that is in the Wayzata school district.  I think 
there was collective poor planning on development of the NW corridor leading to a graduating 
class of nearly 1000 kids and growing as there is still development. I don't want a tax hike or or 
additional levy for upgraded rec. We are still paying for the Creek Center. I also think public 
safety needs to get in order as the rank and file seem to have issues with the new chief. I think 
the city has a lot less control of the stuff on this survey than they would like to think 

• I think we are going over the top to spend money to get the best things and having the 
community pay for them vs those that use the things and activities pay for them.  

• I'd imagine it's mostly budget concerns - we need to focus our investments into education and 
our children (activities) and not non-essential services for our highly capable residents. 

• I'm concerned about traffic and green space as Plymouth is built out. 
• I'm not sure 
• I'm not sure 
• I'm not sure.  Personally I would love to do all of the environmental actions but my HOA won't 

allow them! 
• Image for a vibrant and safe city.  
• Immigrant communities and lack of cultural assimilation  
• Improve the drinking water from the tap.  Manage crime. 
• improved housing options for townhouses and condos 



• Improving public transit systems that are very efficient, convenient, rapid, and safe.  Improve 
public transit access through entire Plymouth area. 

• Improving public transportation 
• Improving walkable and bikeable areas - Plymouth is very car-dependent and spread out without 

a traditional "downtown" area 
• In general, I think it is the same as the rest of our country, uncertain econmics and rising prices is 

causing lots of problems for families and small businesses that affects local communities 
• Inability or lack of willingness of those in charge to prevent large unwanted commercial projects 

that do not generate any actual tax revenue, nor positively contribute to the community at large, 
and were clearly and very strongly not wanted by the community.   

• inclusion and affordable housing 
• Inclusion,  respect for all, a downtown where community members can gather socialize connect 

and shop.   Transparency in our youth sports programs.  A kinder healthier living environment 
that makes new residence feel welcome.  

• Inclusiveness  
• Inclusiveness and safety 
• Increase crime  
• Increase in car theft, breaking into cars, scamming in neighborhoods and in shopping areas 
• Increase in property crime. 
• Increased need for essential services as the city grows. 
• Increased traffic, drivers not following laws, shortage of police officers 
• Increased traffic, Providence Academy traffic, Providence doesn't pay taxes and their population 

is parking and driving fast through our neighborhood affecting our safety (events, school days, U 
turns) 

• increasing affordable housing and allowing accessory dwellings 
• Increasing cultural diversity and adding an Aldi's 
• Increasing the number of sit-down restaurants to bring more people into the city on a regular 

basis. 
• increasing Utility and infrastructure costs for residents. That includes Electric and heating costs.  
• Inflation  
• Infrastructure development and maintenance costs.   
• internet speeds 
• Involvement  
• Isolation, loneliness, competing with online world, lack of connectedness to one another, 

knowing our neighbors, political division. 
• It's a good idea for the city to create funds from the above noted half-cent local sales tax - the 

concern is whether what you're advising the amount 55% will come from people who don't live 
in Plymouth is real.  Saying this because, the city believed the developer of the Hollydale golf 
course area, and I believe said they had their own research done as well, on the amount of 
additional traffic that Holly Lane would receive as 'No Increase' when adding over 100 homes.  
Made the homeowners in the area feel like you think we're total idiots - everyone on the 
Counsel knew that was hogwash.  The additional of all those homes has impacted traffic one-
hundred-fold / after that it's hard to believe what we're being told.  It's wonderful to improve on 



old things that need upgrading - figuring out how to do it in a fair way is the hard part.  Should 
people who don't have children in school have to contribute to school levy's (?)  It would be nice 
if seniors could be exempt from those expenses that they don't benefit from.  Appreciate the 
opportunity to share these concerns.  

• It's not very walkable in many areas; lacking sidewalks 
• It's size, is a very large community 
• It's very difficult to buy a home here.  My husband and I are looking to move out of our 

apartment and buy our first home. We LOVE Plymouth and have truly enjoyed living here for the 
past eight years; it definitely feels like a home to us.  However, due to high housing costs, we will 
likely have to move to a different area in the metro.  

• Keep aliens OUT OUT OUT of the city.  
• Keep being responsive and strategic. Don't lose touch with constituents as Plymouth grows and 

ages. 
• Keep maintaining a sense of safety. Keep roads in good repair.  
• Keeping  businesses open and parks at a high quality. 
• Keeping  the community safe 
• Keeping all constituents happy - lots and lots of issues facing us all.  The biggest issue is keeping 

our kids happy, occupied and safe.  #1 priority should be the kids. 
• keeping costs of government from increasing beyond the already unreasonably high level it is at. 
• keeping crime under contro; 
• Keeping green spaces green.  Keeping crime down. 
• Keeping green spaces. 
• Keeping high quality services in a community that is growing rapidly.  
• Keeping our beautiful city affordable.  
• Keeping our city open for all, and bringing in people to shop and use our businesses. 
• Keeping our lakes healthy and clean 
• Keeping our teen active and productive.  Providing opportunities for teens to be out in the 

community that don't cost a lot of money. 
• Keeping Plymouth safe 
• Keeping Property Taxes as Low as Possible.. 
• Keeping property taxes low enough but accepting the challenges of updating the city 
• Keeping seniors in Plymouth  
• Keeping small businesses. Too many big box stores.  
• Keeping taxes down 
• Keeping taxes down yet still providing essential services to the community.   Adding a half-cent 

sales tax is not the answer.  The public is already facing economic challenges and are resentful of 
any additional taxes.  

• Keeping taxes low and affordable to live here  
• Keeping taxes low. 
• KEEPING THE CITY AFFORDABLE.  COSTS CONTINUE TO RISE IS THE CURRENT ENVIRONMENT 

AND WE MUST WORK TO MAINTAIN THE AFFORDABILITY OF THE COMMUNITY.  MAINTENANCE 
IS EXPENSIVE AND SO WE MUST BUILD CAREFULLY SO AS NOT TO OVERWHELM THE 
COMMUNITY WITH COST AND INCREASED TAXES.  PLYMOUTH IS ALMOST COMPLETELY BUILT 



OUT SO WE WILL NEED TO GET MORE FROM LESS IN THE FUTURE.  HARD WORK AND TOUGH 
CHALLENGE FOR THE LEADERSHIP OF PLYMOUTH. 

• Keeping the city competitive with surrounding suburbs for amenities and as a destination not 
just a "drive  though" city.  

• Keeping the infrastructure in good shape, roads, sports venues 
• keeping the taxes down.  no sales tax. Property insurance and property taxes are going through 

the roof and forcing Plymouth residents out of their homes.  Also, keeping crime down.  PS our 
police & fire depts are the best! 

• Keeping trails safely updated/maintained while use and population increase. Pedestrian and bike 
safety crossing highway 55 at both Vicksburg and Rockford road. 

• Keeping up  major road arteries to meet expanding residential growth. 
• Keeping up the current infrastructure including bike and walking paths due to the increased 

population and usage. 
• keeping up with all the needs of the residents while maintaining and improving and keeping 

things affordable 
• Keeping up with standards residents have for quality of life in the city  
• Keeping up with the amount of housing allowed 
• Keeping up with the growth - there are so many young, active families in this area. It would be 

nice to be able to stay in Plymouth more often for sports and even going out to eat rather than 
going to nearby cities that have better restaurants and better/more fields/ice availability.  

• Keeping up with the infrastructure to meet the demands of the growing population. For 
example, the expansion of safe trails and lighting. 

• KEEPING WATER QUALITY EXCELLENT FOR ALL LAKES IN PLYMOUTH NOT JUST FOCUSING ON THE 
LARGER LAKE IN PLYMOUTH 

• Lack of "Downtown" feel, no community identity other than suburbia. 
• Lack of a "city center" with local restaurants, shops and walkable, inviting streets. Plymouth 

compared to Wayzata, Excelsior and Edina (50th & France) is abysmal. Plymouth feels "soulless". 
We are too car dependent in Plymouth. We lack areas that are mixed-use for walking, shopping, 
and connecting with neighbors. For instance, Rockford Road has a sidewalk but it is very 
unpleasant to walk on it right next to busy traffic. The area by Lifetime/Cub foods has some 
sidewalks but they are mainly in front of offices that you would never walk to. There are too 
many large parking lots that make walking or biking dangerous and unenjoyable. The way our 
city is designed does not encourage walking or cycling and contributes to sedentary lifestyles 
and social isolation—affecting both children's and adults health and well-being. Car-dependent 
environments restrict children's ability to explore their neighborhoods independently, hindering 
their development and sense of autonomy and weakening community ties. We should build 
areas that prioritize pedestrians and cyclists and reduce reliance on cars. 

• Lack of a downtown area. 30+ years and no downtown  
• Lack of a focused "downtown" which would be a destination with shops, restaurants, etc. 
• Lack of a functional and walkable core downtown with shopping, events, and restaurants. 
• Lack of affordable housing 
• Lack of affordable housing  
• Lack of affordable housing for low income households. 



• Lack of affordable housing for senior homeowners who want to stay in Plymouth when they sell 
their family home. 

• Lack of affordable housing options 
• Lack of affordable housing. The city waited too long to develop open space, and now the cost of 

building is too high.  Million dollar homes aren't affordable for most people. 
• Lack of after-school care for school-age children. Wayzata Kids is over capacity every year and no 

other alternatives. Why not offer something with buses at Community Center? 
• Lack of central community due to 494 split, school districting and traffic and crime.   Easier 

access is available in Wayzata not Plymouth  
• Lack of cohesive city community when split between school districts and economic areas 
• Lack of community engagement and activities. No feel of connection. No more parade, etc. All 

surrounding suburbs offer more for families.  
• Lack of community engagement with and understanding of their government and community. 

Most do not know the name of the mayor or their city council member, let alone their state and 
federal reps. 

• Lack of community/connection  
• Lack of connection between wards and neighborhoods to the City of Plymouth (physical, social, 

cultural) 
• Lack of decent restaurants 
• Lack of destination shopping and higher end dine in restaurants. Too many low end casual quick 

restaurants.    
• Lack of diverse affordable housing: single family homes, duplexes, townhomes 
• Lack of downtown shopping and restaurant area similar to Wayzata or downtown Hopkins.  
• Lack of economic and racial diversity. 
• Lack of family and upscale restaurants  
• Lack of good restaurants (variety, availability, reasonable prices).  Also, how to balance growth 

with expanded need of education and public services - how big is big enough? 
• Lack of good restaurants.  
• Lack of high speed Internet  
• Lack of interest  from younger generations  
• Lack of local/non-chain restaurants and breweries  
• Lack of midscale restaurants 
• Lack of neighborhood communities. Overconsumption.  
• Lack of open space. 
• Lack of options for shopping and dining - we go to maple grove for this 
• Lack of public transport, everything is so far away 
• Lack of quality restaurants 
• Lack of restaurants and shopping 
• Lack of restaurants, overcrowded schools and classrooms with an unending growth in 

community population, roads that can efficiently accommodate the amount of traffic that 
continues to multiply  

• Lack of restaurants, poorly planned commercial areas,  



• Lack of safe biking/walk paths or sidewalks next to busy roads makes it hard to walk or bike to 
destinations as a mode of transportation. Too unsafe due to fast -moving traffic and distracted 
drivers. 

• lack of shopping mall 
• Lack of splash pad 
• Lack of support for public safety services. 
• Lack of unique shops & restaurants. Just not many options in Plymouth 
• lack of urban density / shopping 
• Lack of vision for what we want or community to be, and commitment to execute in that vision 

despite developer pressure.  
• Land use for former four seasons mall area 
• Land use; don't crowd so many apartment buildings in a residential area. Leave room for 

green/open space. 
• Limited sit-down restaurants and lack  of affortable youth activities 
• Limited walkability for some neighborhoods, especially in the north, but really exited for the new 

development at the old prudential site!!!! Community is more driven by school district and less 
by Plymouth as a whole 

• Little walkability to the community amenities, no "downtown" 
• Living costs lower 
• loosing our culture cater to others only 
• Losing focus on what city government is supposed to do. It is not intended to be an additional 

layer of government that duplicates services already provided by other agencies.  Affordable 
housing as one example. There are multiple agencies working on that issue.  

• Losing quality dining restaurants to fast food restaurants. 
• Loss of any federal or state funds 
• Loss of green space 
• Loss of open spaces/environmental degradation 
• Low cost housing, a splash pad for kids, feeling welcome at Lifetime fitness to use the pool, 

adding a program to reduce pool admission costs, ensuring our community has it's fair share of 
supportive housing  for mentally ill or disabled  community members.    

• Low income housing in nice neigborhoods,  not feeling safe in a parking lot. 
• Low income housing. Over crowding of schools bc of constant development of housing in farm 

land areas. Lack of decent public pool or splash pad. No real Retail shopping  
• Lowering taxes. 
• MAINTAIN EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE QUALITY--EXAMPLE--THE WALKING TRAIL IN ZACHARY 

PARK ARE NOW OF POOR PAVEMENT QUALITY--WHEELED TRAFFIC--AGING AND RUTTING 
CONTRIBUTED TO CREATION OF RUTTED UNEVEN SURFACES--NEEDS COMPLETE REPACEMENT 
AND 1 PLUS FOOT WIDENING TO HELP ACCOMMODATE VEHCILES--I AM NOT CONVINCED THAT 
THE CITY  CENTER PLAN REQUIRES  HIGH DENSITY HOUSING IN FRONT OF LIFETIME FITNESS--IT 
IS A WELCOMING OPEN SPACE NOW.--THANK YOU FOR THIS SURVEY INITIATIVE 

• Maintain public safety.  
• Maintain that residents are accustomed to in order to keep people here and 
• Maintaining a safe and affordable place to live and raise a family. 



• Maintaining a safe and healthy  environment t for our residents. 
• Maintaining and growing our businesses, stores and restaurants to draw people to Plymouth.  
• Maintaining and improving our assets with limited financial resources. 
• Maintaining and improving the infrastructure with the lowest impact on taxes. 
• Maintaining city services in an environment of rising costs. 
• Maintaining economic excellence.**Increasing safety in our community, supporting our 

police.*Over the road walking bridges crossing highway 55 at Vicksburg and Peony Lane to 
improve safety and increase foot traffic.*I wish we had a large area, like a downtown area, to 
eat, shop, and enjoy the outdoors. 

• Maintaining equity of quality amenities and infrastructure in east and central Plymouth with 
areas of new development. 

• Maintaining everything I rated as excellent in this survey. 
• Maintaining financial strength while meeting increased demand in areas of public safety, 

infrastructure and the environment. 
• maintaining fiscal responsibility, which plymouth is already very good at 
• Maintaining good & affordable quality of life 
• Maintaining or slightly improving 
• Maintaining our reputation as an excellent place to live given the economic requirements to do 

so.  
• Maintaining Plymouth's quality of life. I've lived here almost 28 years and feel it's one of the best 

places to live in the metro. 
• Maintaining quality of services and infrastructure while maintaining affordability  
• Maintaining quality schools and places where people can go to gather socially.  
• Maintaining quality services while keeping property tax increases reasonable.  
• Maintaining safety and security, which is good now and needs to remain so in the future. 
• Maintaining security levels 
• Maintaining tax base. 
• Maintaining tax revenue as available area for commercial and residential expansion is becoming 

more limited. 
• Maintaining the high quality of its infrastructure, neighborhoods, and resident safety. 
• Maintaining the historical practical, pragmatic approach to City Governance without adopting 

external pressures and special interests. 
• Maintaining the quality of life Plymouth has created for its citizens. 
• Maintaining trails and streets.  
• Maintaining wooded areas 
• Maintenance and upkeep. 
• Maintenance of aging city wide wall/ trails system. Miles and miles of trails are falling apart and 

are unsafe for bicycle use.  There appears to be no plan to replace them.   
• Maintenance of our housing 
• Make competition for target. Like put in walmart.More bar&,grills. 
• Making Plymouth a place to stay for culture and entertainment instead of driving to downtown 

Mpls.  Secondly (no other place to state this) — time to repair many of the bike paths.  I bike a 



lot and many paths are in TOUGH shape, with jarring cracks and potholes.  Newer paths are 
great! 

• Making sure our schools are top quality and teaching non woke principles  
• Making sure Plymouth Schools are the best in the nation. People are only willing to pay higher 

housing price for the quality of the schools.  
• Making sure that residents can get everything they need here in Plymouth (education, 

healthcare, utilities, recreation, entertainment) 
• Making sure we stay fiscally conservative.   
• Making the city streets more attractive. Weeds and unkept medians are very unattractive and 

trashy looking.   
• Managing aging infrastructure and moving into the phase of redevelopment. 
• Managing all the growth  
• Managing Growth 
• Managing growth 
• Managing growth in a sensible and sustainable way. 
• Managing growth in a thoughtful, long term way. 
• Managing growth strategically  
• Managing redevelopment cost effectively 
• Managing rising costs of virtually everything without raising property taxes. 
• Managing services and growth 
• Managing to budget without constantly raising taxes 
• Managing what is left of the open land and forested areas.  
• Maple Grove. The roads, stores, restaurants, and other amenities are better. In fact, we spend 

80% of our dollars on these categories in Maple Grove, not Plymouth.  
• Mayor and City council are dishonest.  $50 m for the Community center without a city vote.   

Were against the development of Hollydale at the start but once threatened with a lawsuit they 
changed their tune and voted for it.   I don't trust them.   

• Medicine Lake is an absolute disaster. The entire south shore, east shore and portions of west 
shore are covered in awful algae every year all year and it's getting worse! It's become thicker 
and thicker with each passing year and we need your help to clean this up.  

• Mega churches 
• More good dining restaurants  
• More local department stores and shopping geared for men. Shopping needs to be improved. 
• More concert opportunities.  
• more local restaurants and shopping areas 
• More open spaces 
• More walkable areas to shopping and for exercise 
• Mostly chain fast food for dining options whch is a turnoff.  If you encouraged non- chain 

restaurants, cafes, wine bars, wellness studios, coffee/bookstores, gift shops, artist and open 
office parks along the business corridor running parallel to the Hilde Performance park it would 
thrive! Move out the orthodontists offices fern fixes, wealth management and other businesses 
that generate no foot traffic in a highly desirable public gathering corridor.  I like how you held 
the farmers market there recently, that was wise.  



• Motorized bikes 
• Moving from classic suburbia to having interesting restaurants/shops 
• n/a 
• national economics 
• Need a 4th sheet of ice at PIC. 
• Need a splash pad! 
• Need better restaurants. Less chains, more unique places. 
• Need more restaurants and better traffic control on Vicksburg … if shouldn't have gone down to 

one lane  
• Need to invest in indoor & outdoor recreation facilities, indoor entertainment facilities, and 

attract better dining options. Maple Grove and Wayzata are drawing more people out of 
Plymouth.  

• Needs to feel like a town, like wayzata or excelsior 
• Neighborhood planning 
• Neighboring communities have much more to offer in regard to recreation, shopping and 

restaurants. As Plymouth residents, most of our dollars are spent in Maple Grove. 
• New boardwalk across lake Camelot  
• New housing developments adding more automobiles and increasing traffic. This is also adding 

way too many kids to our schools. 
• New housing options and traffic issues on Hwy 55 
• No affordable housing also, don't approve any more mega churches  
• No clearly stated vision for the city and not enough investment in public schools. 
• No commercial vibrancy.  Stores and restaurants are limited with not center of mass.  Way too 

many offices.  Cancel the Hello Plymouth spin campaign and create vibrant shopping/dining 
areas. 

• No dedicated "city center" - very spread out.  I understand we have the area near Hilde / 
Lifetime but there is no 'down town' area that's walkable with shops, restaurants, bars, etc.  

• no real city center and bad planning. Maple Grove has done a much better job 
• No sales tax. The biggest challenge is the endless construction and rerouting of traffic here and 

in surrounding areas. Enough orange barrels already!! 
• No sense of identity 
• Noise pollution...the Plymouth Police Dept must begin enforcing noise regulations on vehicles.   
• Non contiguous sidewalks, sky high property taxes. 
• None 
• None currently. I think the biggest upcoming challenge will be people ageing out of their homes. 

They will need someplace else to live and the younger generations cannot afford the homes that 
the older generations will be selling. As a couple in our 30s, making $200k+ together, we barely 
could afford the 1950s rambler that we bought off-market. I'm worried that there won't be 
enough young people to buy the older generation's homes because they won't have the income 
to do so. 

• Not all neighborhoods have underground power lines  
• Not allowing the shitbirds in the federal government to ruin our city.  
• Not becoming Minneapolis.  



• Not enough affordable housing, and then ****** housing when it is affordable. Gap between 
haves and have nots is widening and the attitudes of the "haves"  affect the decisions made by 
the local state and national governments. Hard to get into doctors.   

• Not enough attractions.  Too many chain restaurants, nothing unique to Plymouth.  
• Not enough bars/nightlife offerings. I leave Plymouth every time I want to "go out" 
• Not enough beinv done for divsrsity 
• not enough commercial areas like Maple Grove.  I do all my shopping in Maple Grove, most of 

the restaurants I go to are in Maple Grove.  My gym is in Maple Grove (Crunch Fitness) which is 
reasonably priced. I live in Plymouth but spend money in Maple Grove. 

• not enough decent restaurants that would compete with Excelsior or Wayzata 
• Not enough diversity 
• Not enough ice rinks  
• Not enough non-chain restaurants 
• Not enough quality shopping and eating facilities.  Too much fast, cheap, ethnic and sports bar 

food places.  Not enough places similar to a Three squares, a Redstone or someplace to eat for 
$$ or $$$ price range. 

• Not enough restaurants and bars (non chain) / not social large spaces for food and beverage 
indoor/outdoor for families.  

• Not keeping services affordable 
• not sure 
• not sure 
• not sure 
• Not sure 
• not sure 
• Not sure what to say about that.  We're generally quite happy with most things. 
• Not taxing retired people out of their homes 
• not the biggest challenge but more restaurants would be great 
• Not the biggest, but to me the most important would be maintaining the natural environment in 

its wild form. One of the things that I loved about Plymouth when I decided to move here was 
how much wild meadow and forest land there was interspersed in the community. It was always 
just a short walk from my home to be able to hike on natural trails through peaceful woods and 
see deer, turkeys, possum, otters and so much other wildlife. But just in the two years I've been 
here, I've seen so much clear-cutting of woods, destruction of meadows and huge fields of 
gorgeous sumac completely destroyed, pointless mowing of natural grasslands, ponds poisoned 
with herbicides to "clean them up". The city of Plymouth seems determined to dredge every bit 
of wetland and reduce all the wild green spaces to paved trails and flat mowed lawns. 

• Only chain restaurants. Residents go to Minnetonka or maple Grove to eat and shop. 
• Only chain restaurants... in the area. No downtown shopping area.  We drive to Maple Grove or 

Ridgedale for shopping. Should have Costco in area west of 494. Hwy 55 needs to be 3-4 lanes 
one way. Road's conges tested with all new construction of new homes 

• Open enrollment for the Wayzata school district and the negative impact of rezoning districts on 
the youth 

• Organic recycling buy-in from residents 



• Our horrid public education. Our school district isn't just a joke, it's embarrassing. The school 
board has completely failed the public and our children. It's made it impossible to recommend 
Plymouth for families with school-aged children. It's to the point the mayor and city needs to get 
involved. The mess is embarrassing and has made the news. If we can't serve our kids and 
families, then what's the point of any family living in Plymouth? 

• Over building 
• Over crowded elementary, middle, and high school. Accessible pre-k program for all that desire 

to attend.  
• Over population. Stop building new homes. The schools a packed as it is. The people that are 

moving in are not the best community residents. Most are escaping a worse situation and 
bringing non traditional Plymouth values. Just spend 20 minutes with the high school staff and 
you will learn all you need to know.  

• Over population. We cannot continue to build more and more houses. Our schools are over 
populated and we need to stop expanding and focus on stabilizing and enhancing the amazing 
community we already have. 

• Over saturation of dense housing, too many apartment buildings. I don't feel the long term 
viability of Plymouth is being served with so much multi family housing.  

• overall cost increase 
• Overall economic challenges at the National level 
• Overcrowding due to many new housing communities and Overcrowding in school without 

support.  
• Overgrowth 
• Overgrowth of new housing  
• Overloading the schools and transportation with housing developments / residential expansion 
• Overpaid police officers who don't know how to conduct a proper investigation.  
• Parker's Lake that is unusable  
• Parking 
• Parking lots have a terrible design 
• Parks and open space safety is important. 
• Paying for City Services WITHOUT raising taxes. 
• Plymouth "downtown" is a joke. Terrible parking and retail is too spread out. 
• Plymouth city council has become too "woke" and is now trying to force their socialist agenda on 

the residents. They are the opposite of inclusive since they don't want to hear from those of us 
that think in terms of economic and property value and individual freedom from government 
encroachment.    

• Plymouth drinking water quality is worse than horrible.  I think the abysmal drinking water is the 
primary reason people don't like living in Plymouth or visiting.  Please note I am not a full-time 
resident.  My primary residence is in another state.  I have a vacation home in Plymouth.   

• Plymouth has seemed to make the commercial area around and near the City Hall walkable and 
has dumped a lot of money into that area.  To what end?  Other that getting walking exercise 
and for Hilde Center, the bulk of the area is service oriented. There is nothing to stroll for or shop 
for with a movie theater, a grocery store, and medical services. This isn't Arbor Lakes!!  The area 



where Lowe's is at is called "The Shoppes of something?" Implying a shopping stroll.  There are 
only destination businesses.  Plymouth won't be another Maple Grove. 

• Plymouth is destroying what made I great by removing green space and small retail areas and 
building unaffordable houses, apartment buildings and medical buildings when houses are not 
selling.  We moved her because of the balance Plymouth offered and now I hate to say that it is 
becoming too commercial, sterile and has lists it's charm.  The greedy city government cares only 
only about getting money from taxes on million. Dollar homes and commercial buildings than 
maintaining a city that values the environment and maintaining open spaces for future 
generations to enjoy  

• Plymouth needs more side walks on neighborhood streets. People drive way too fast on 
neighborhood dtreets 

• Polarization 
• Police do not patrol most neighborhoods at night. On street parking is completely uninformed 

which shows that they don't patrol overnight.  
• Political and economic uncertainty 
• political distrust & violence 
• Political diversity and getting people to get along 
• Political divide  
• Political divisiveness  
• Politics 
• polluted lakes 
• Poor parenting for unruly children  in close neighborhoods. 
• Poorly planned development. Approving too many developments placed on every tiny patch of 

green space that exists. This makes Plymouth lose any aesthetic appeal it had. Although I like 
living in Plymouth, to be honest, the only aesthetic appeal here is a decent amount of natural 
area. We don't have interesting old buildings or a cute downtown area like some other cities. We 
need to keep the natural appeal of having a lot of trees, a lot of beautiful nature — we are losing 
that because developers want to overdevelop every single green space and the city council 
always lets them no matter how strongly Plymouth residents disagree or how many valid reasons 
Plymouth residents give to not approve.  All a developer has to do is threatened to sue and the 
Plymouth city council lets them do whatever they want. The city council doesn't listen to 
residents.  This has been the biggest negative of living in Plymouth. We need a city council that 
puts the residence of Plymouth first and truly listens to them instead of always being dominated 
by the wishes of developers who don't have the best interest of Plymouth in mind. They just 
want to make money and they'll be gone. the past few years. The city Council has reversed itself 
on decisions where they initially listened to and then reversed and let the developer do what 
they wanted.  I understand some development is necessary, but we should at least keep green 
zone buffers, especially in these new housing developments, where all the houses are just 
crammed together and look the same. At a bare minimum there should be a firm requirement 
(which should be followed up on because developers are often dishonest about this kind of 
thing) where developers must leave a buffer of trees and nature around and throughout the 
development.  

• Population density, need more parks etc. 
• Population growth is out pacing our youth services and schools.  



• Possibility of crime entering Plymouth 
• preserving  unused space as green space is needed; reducing new building structures and 

promoting remodeling existing; require unused parking lots to be eco-friendly and multi-purpose 
use 

• Preserving the beautiful green spaces we have, and ensuring that people have access for 
recreation and activities in nature. 

• preserving the natural environment 
• pressure from the far right and the far left 
• Pressuring the Robbinsdale school district to get it's act together.  Not all of Plymouth is in the 

Wayzata District.  Property values will suffer if people will not buy property in the Robbinsdale 
district because of the disarray with its schools. 

• Programming and activities for youth  
• Progressive viewpoints 
• Protecting our community (all churches, schools, and diverse community gatherings) from 

violent crime and federal government troop deployments. 
• protecting our residents and our environment (air, water, land) 
• Providence Academy traffic and lack of parking  
• Providing a safe environment and opportunities for families to interact and recreate.  
• Providing all kinds of housing- affordable apartments, townhomes, single family and 55+ 
• Providing clean good tasting drinking water!!  Plymouth drinking water is awful! 
• Providing economical services to residents when residential and commercial tax base is no 

longer expanding 
• providing for immigrant population needs and low-income residents 
• Providing governmental services while keeping tax increases in line with inflation 
• Providing services to residents at an affordable cost  
• Providing services to the lower income population who have moved into the city. 
• Public Safety 
• Public Safety 
• Public safety and law enforcement  
• Public safety. Ever since the Henn Co Sheriff dispatch went to encrypted radio channels, I have 

no idea what's going on in the city, although I hear police sirens all of the time. There was also a 
cryptic email sent to us from the city last winter about receipt of a letter from public safety 
employees expressing lack of confidence in the police chief. I never saw the original letter nor 
what has come of this to this day. Transparency and openness needs to be much better. When 
you hide things, it usually means you're up to no good.  

• Public school budget 
• Public swimming parking Lifetime fitness needs to close, we need the space 
• Public transport 
• Public transportation 
• Putting time and money into trails in the parks and the walkways throughout the city. There are 

many walking hazards on the trails on the east side of town that haven't been improved for 
years.  Working with the 281 school district to improve education on the east side of Plymouth.  



• Quality of our public schools and safety for kids at those schools. Having a wide variety of 
restaurants and retail available. Expediting road construction to make commuting less 
challenging. Investing in high demand recreational spaces like the fourth sheet of ice at PIC 

• Quality resturants...current resturants average to below average. An actual downtown area with 
restaurants and cool bars.  We have lived in Plymouth since 1985 and these two issues remain a 
disappointment. 

• raising prices 
• Rate of growth  
• RDALE schools 
• redeveloping older areas of the city 
• Redevelopment issues. 
• Redevelopment of blighted or underutilized properties.  
• Regional Lawlessness supported by Hennepin county da, Bloody Mary 
• Reputation of our schools and education has diminished  
• residential OVER development  
• Residents being REQUIRED to pay for a food waste bin collection whether you want it or not. 

Quite evident on collection day how few homes are using it. Where is all that extra money 
going???? Also don't agree with raising taxes every time to make improvements.  Work within 
the budget.  

• resist "liberal" causes 
• Restaurant and service industry  
• Revival of lakes like the Turtle Lake. It would be great if the wetland can be improved to a proper 

lake. 
• ridiculous city program funded by tax dollars 
• Rift between the city government and residents  
• Rising costs & taxes 
• Rising costs to live 
• Rising taxes, decreased enrollment in schools, decreased funding in schools 
• Road construction!  This is a short-term problem for better roads and fabulous sidewalks and 

bike lanes.  
• road maintenance, regulating traffic speeds and kind of traffic on residential roads ,what the 

road is zoned for commercial or residental. I have lived here for 36 years and traffic on Dunkirk is 
Horrible. 

• Roads 
• Roadways like 55 that make it very difficult for people south of 55 to access ammenities to the 

north. Roadways like Vicksburg where people don't follow the speedlimit and left turns are very 
dangerous for nearly getting rear-ended. Vicksburg and Dunkirk are not very bike friendly. 
Consider safe bike lanes.  The hardwater auses huge plumbing issues including pin hole leaks!! 

• Robbinsdale Area Schools - poor budget management and school board disfunction. If this isn't 
improved, people will continue to move out of this part of the city into more desirable school 
districts and home values will drop (decreasing property taxes, etc). 

• Robbinsdale public schools 



• Robbinsdale school district and their budget deficit. We are currently looking at properties 
outside of Plymouth because we are in the Rdale district and the west side of Plymouth is 
considerably more expensive for housing. 

• Robbinsdale school district problems- wish we were part of Wayzata, and that Wayzata had a 
second high school so that our students could have more opportunities.  Could you buy the 4? 
schools west of 169 and re-district them to Wayzata?  Robbinsdale could use the money and 
Wayzata could definitely use the space!  We are like an island of smart kids with engaged parents 
stuck in a dysfunctional district. 

• robbinsdale school district; elected board members who do NOT represent the constituents or 
communal sediment of deception 

• Running out of room. 
• Safe City 
• Safe elder housing 
• Safe sidewalks, especially along busy County roads 
• Safety 
• Safety 
• Safety  
• Safety - Cost of Taxes –  
• Safety - lack of police and fire resources including the vote of no confidence in the Chief 
• safety and crime 
• Safety in our schools and facilities.   
• safety in traffic patterns 
• Seems we get a lot of the same developments.All pretty bland. We're a drive through city for the 

most part.  Luce Line Brewery and Rock Elm are exceptions that should be protected. There is 
also a huge gap between old Plymouth and new. Those of us who have been loyal residents for a 
long time feel like the majority of funds and attention is going to the Northwest west greenway 
etc. Many of my answers to survey relate to that. Yes, parks trails etc are good in Plymouth if you 
live in the Northwest.  

• Self interest of elected officials instead of public service, wasting money on unnecessary projects 
that don't serve public objectives.  

• Sense of community and low income, housing opportunities 
• Shopping/ restaurants 
• Short term rentals (aka VRBO, AirBNB).  Operating a hotel/meeting center in a residential 

neighborhood if totally inappropriate. It hurts our local hotels and restaurants.  I reduces the 
value of our homes.  And it brings noise and nuisance into our neighborhoods.  Many 
surrounding communities have already banned short rentals.  Plymouth needs to join the trend. 

• So much residential growth and not enough resources/services for everyone adding to 
population 

• social media's influence and cell phone usage of our younger generations  
• Sorry, not sure. In our world it just seems to be people working together - no one side of 

thinking should just get THEIR way.  
• Space 



• Spaces and events for families and kids; there are some but not many.  And there are tons of 
young families in Plymouth.  

• Speeding in residential neighborhoods  
• Speeding on Residential Streets.  Too many people on their phones while driving. Not enough 

quality non-chain restaurants. We don't need anymore fast food places. 
• Split education districts. Wayzata is too large. Plymouth needs its own school district. 
• Staying alive! 
• Staying fiscally responsible.  
• Stop all of these young kids on e-bikes and mini motorcycles that are riding them illegally.  It is 

time for our Police to start citing these children and parents.  They are being hazards and will 
seriously injure someone.  We need enforcement from the city. 

• Streets improvements with companies that don't always strive to do a great job 
• Stuff for families/ kids to do. We need splash pads and a city pool. Lifetime Fitness prices are not 

sustainable for an average family.  We need better shopping and restaurants. Enough with the 
fast food and chain restaurants. We're so over built, the population is so high. All the stoplights 
on Hwy 55 are a disaster. Overpasses need to be installed to help with the flow of traffic. I dread 
having to travel to other areas of Plymouth because it takes forever to get there.  

• Support for Plymouth based small businesses. A co-working space for us to gather and support 
each other.  

• Supporting aging residents 
• Surveys that are way too long -- like this one!  I just quit answering questions.  There are 

questions in the survey about the quality of services that the city does not provide and does not 
have any control over -- what is the point of those questions? 

• Surviving the next three years without losing each bit of freedom piece by piece. 
• Sustainable energy and environmental stewardship. 
• Taking care of roads and lighting areas.  
• tax spending 
• Taxes 
• Taxes 
• Taxes  
• Taxes and fees and ****** Robbinsdale School Dist is the worst.  If you live in Plymouth, should 

have open enrollment to Wayzata School Dist. 
• taxes are too high in Minnesota 
• Taxes! We can hardly afford to live here at all anymore. Property taxes are outrageous. Also very, 

very sick of woke policies being shoved down my throat, even in this survey.  Do us all a favor 
and follow Trump's lead. 

• tax's 
• Tearing up the land for huge churches, parking lots.  
• The agenda from the city council and board seems to be spend spend, spend.  I believe we have 

run out of other people's money to fund the projects.one example -  City of Plymouth has spend 
outrageous amounts of money and time re-doing the medians with new trees and plantings 
every 2 or 3 years on the 36th Ave North, between Vicksburg and Plymouth Blvd.  This also 
includes the extensive changes on the Plymouth Blvd stretch as well.  Please see the trees 



planted on corner of 36th and Vicksburg across from Library.  It is clear there is not adequate 
space for those 2 trees to reach maturity. One or both will die due to space limitations or road 
salt.   Let's make LONG TERM decisions, not ones that look good just today without long term 
consequences taken into consideration. 

• The amount of taxpayer money spent on maintaining the plants, flowers, shrubbery, lighting and 
trees in the street medians. It seem like the millions of dollars spent on these never ending 
seasonal projects could be better spent..  

• The balance of affordable housing, maintaining our infrastructure due to this increased growth,  
especially our schools and roads and maintaining the outdoor spaces that make Plymouth so 
livable.  

• The biggest single challenge facing Plymouth today is continuing to attract young families, not 
just to the new developments but also to the established neighborhoods.  By continuing to 
attract young families, our schools will continue to be strong, which is one of the biggest 
attractions to the area.  This is also why investing in the parks and other recreation areas is 
crucial. 

• The change to one lane on Vicksburg was a terrible decision that impedes traffic flow during high 
traffic times. 

• The city is spending far too much money on unnecessary things. Making "improvements" that 
aren't necessary.  Also not listening to existing residents when making decisions.  

• The conflict between diverse political opinions of people who live in Plymouth.  
• The cost of living here  it seems the cost is increasing all of the time 
• The current federal administration 
• The current setup of City Center is lacking quality restaurants, breweries, etc. preventing it from 

being the hub it could be with the Hilde (which is fantastic), Lifetime and the PIC. 
• The disenfranchisement of the residents east of Northwest Blvd/494 and south of Bass Lake 

Road. Slow and secondary redevelopment, economic and aesthetically, feels like we are the back 
door to Plymouth, not a gateway.  If you don't reside in the "new" (after 1980) parts of Plymouth 
or on former ranch/farmland, are you really a Plymouth resident? 

• The dismantling of democracy at the federal level which will have devastating effects for our 
country and local community. Plymouth will face new and unforeseen challenges for public 
health, law enforcement, and school funding thanks to indiscriminate cuts at the federal level. 
We also need to have a clear policy about how Plymouth police will cooperate with ICE, which is 
poised to become the biggest and best funded secret police force on the planet with very little 
public accountability. Will Plymouth police participate in actions that brutalize citizens and 
immigrants alike? 

• The diversity of elected city government positions - lots of wealthy white folks getting elected 
• The economy & education cuts under Donald Trump.  
• The effects of climate change and the cuts being made in the federal government 
• The federal government 
• The federal government  
• The high taxes in MN without visible value is driving high earners out of the state. Having 

minimal increase in local tax to pay for local infrastructure is critical to retaining residents.  
• The image that only rich white people are welcome 



• The improvement of the Robbinsdale School District, based on the budget shortfall and poor 
planning.  

• The inconvenience caused by construction that takes forever.  
• The lack of a downtown and community gathering place. Wayzata has the lake walk and all the 

restaurants and shops on one walking strip. There is nothing like that in Plymouth. The main 
shops on 55 and Vicksburg are all so spread out and the "downtown" is just a long road with 
dental offices and no outdoor dining or shopping between lifetime and the police station. 
Renovating that whole strip to face Plymouth Blvd with dining and shopping would make a huge 
difference.  

• The lack of diversity and the way residents are hostile and racist towards diverse residents.  
• The large population.   
• The large Wayzata School District and the ability to accommodate all the students. 
• The mayor doesn't care about residents 
• The perception of good government 
• The police do nothing about crime!  
• The quality and safety of the public schools. Robbinsdale School District schools have really gone 

down in both. My granddaughter attends Plymouth Middle School and there are too many 
discipline issues and not enough high quality classes and teaching. Maybe it's because the 
demographics have changed so much since my kids were in the district. Very disappointed withe 
the $20 million budgetary mistake. If we could afford it, we would send our grandkids to private 
schools.  

• The radical left policy and corruption in the state  of MN. Crime, voter fraud, immigration fraud 
etc.  

• The restaurant and shopping scene is brutal for the size of the city. Nothing unique, only chain 
options. It's extremely disappointing and doesn't provide any reason for people to come to the 
city from the surrounding areas. 

• The Robbinsdale school district is going through a lot of dysfunction and its biggest financial 
challenge ever right now.  This is a huge negative for property values in east plymouth. Zachary 
Lane elementary is excellent and well loved but maintenance and our needs are ignored by the 
district.  PMS and Armstrong are fair but in need of a lot of help and lose a lot of Plymouth 
residents to other districts.  This is a perfect opportunity for the city to step in and use their 
power to help.  I wish that Plymouth could all be under one school district to stop the brain drain 
and help unite the city more. This is something you could lobby for.   Robbinsdale financially 
needs to divest a high school, a middle school and multiple elementary schools so this would be 
a generational opportunity to unite the city under one district and alleviate crowding at Wayzata 
as well as help property values and keep our smart students local!  Barring that at least step in 
and help with maintenance concerns like the crossing at Zachary lane that the district ignores 
despite numerous requests  

• The round-abouts on Plymouth Boulevard! 
• The same challenges that are facing the rest of the country- lack of accurate information, division 

and intolerance  
• The split between the east and west sides: maintaining a sense of equality in park 

expenditures/grounds upkeep, trail upkeep, in addition to school quality and reputation 
• The uncertainty of federal government programs and funding. 



• The water quality is horrible...turns everyone's sinks and toilets brown. Some peoples cats may 
have died from drinking the tap water in our apartments 

• There are areas where there are no sidewalks, and it is dangerous for people walking on the 
street especially when there are teens racing down the street. 

• There is no clear Plymouth City Center except by name.  The area is not walkable and parking is 
scarce.  I live south of Highway 55 and will take almost any measure to avoid trying to cross this 
road.  As a pedestrian Hwy 55 is impassable.  I am appreciative of actions by past residents who 
took measures to prevent traffic from moving through Mapledell east and west between 
Vicksburg and Dunkirk.  I understand the implications of this since I am sure vehicle drivers 
would take the opportunity to avoid 55 if they could by these means.  Highway 55 is an arterial 
conundrum that is not easily solved but needs to be addressed. 

• There is no single challenge. We need community gathering opportunities for adults as our 
country is becoming so divided. We only work well together if we get to know each other. Need 
to bring back Plymouth on Parade and invest in middle aged adults who are not yet retired with 
more feasible hours for activities on weekends. We need to get our internet broadband 
upgraded asap and promote better transit options for commuting. Plymouth seems very focused 
on family activities instead of empty nesters or single people. 

• There is not enough space for kids activities. Kids are practicing before 5pm and very late at 
night because there are not enough facilities and space. Get your act together. You welcome the 
residents, please get ahead of the infrastructure requirements. 

• There is way too many subdivisions which were poorly planned and designed.  The sprawl is 
unsightly and lal of the houses look nearly identical.  If I wanted that I would move to maple 
grove or hamel 

• There isn't enough affordable housing for first time home buyers.   
• They don't know what they want to be. 
• Thinking you need to add a sales tax to expand services when you should be working to attract 

high value businesses whose taxes can fund these wants. 
• This is a "positive" challenge - large events are inundated with attendance, which causes 

difficulty parking, after-event traffic, etc. We're glad Plymouth provides free events, but they're 
so popular that it discourages us from going because they're hard to get to, get home from, etc.  

• This questionnaire assumes someone living in a single family home.  That kind of attitude is the 
biggest issue with Plymouth.   

• Threats from the current administration (federal funding cuts/freezes, economic challenges 
related to tariffs/federal worker firings/health care policies, indifference to need for gun control, 
Congressional dysfunction/federal government shutdown, etc.) 

• Threats from the federal government structure impacting our community from the outside. Cost 
of living.  

• Timely communication with residents about upcoming construction proposals. 
• To have a sense of safety, a joy of living, and truly outstanding schools.  
• To survive and flourish in this federal political environment 
• Too many apartment buildings going up.  Too much high density housing causing impact to 

traffic, utilities and attracting non-permanent transient residents.   
• Too many big chains (stores, restaurants), and not enough small locally-owned unique places to 

visit. Allowing Chick Fil A to open in that location was such a missed opportunity 



• Too many chain restaurants and food venues and the vulnerability of too much low-income 
housing. We need to define the character of the city through interesting, locally own businesses 
and restaurants. 

• Too many diverse people which causes unfriendly neighbors  
• Too many kids that our schools cannot handle - stop building more homes.  Add better 

restaurants - Like Borrow Victoria!!...where parents and kids can all eat and be entertained with 
adult beverages.  Highschool needs to split.  4th sheet of ice is needed! Tax cuts - the arena 
should pay for itself - add more clinic/power skating options to make more money on the off 
season. 

• Too many people and not having community events where you get to know your neighbors  
• Too much construction and poor road maintenance and lack of good public transport. Only few 

buses available to go to downtown. Nothing towards Bloomington side. 
• Too much focus on having the lowest taxes, I'd like us to focus on best quality of life.  Roads in 

new developments are too narrow and too many trees are cut down and not replaced.  The fines 
the city imposes for cutting down trees and not replacing them at the rate noted in city code is 
terrible.  Fine should be much higher or simply hold developers to the code.  

• Too much focus on public assisted housing or other Met-Counsel policy that brings crime to 
Plymouth.  

• Too much growth  
• Too much growth too fast — we are losing our identity in pursuit of competition with other 

suburbs. Can we be a great place to live for HOMEOWNERS rather than trying to attract non-
residents to events and a bunch of renters and landlords to dominate our affordable residences? 
Too many of the potential entry-level homes are owned by investors making money off of the 
great place the RESIDENT OWNERS have funded and built. Consider a substantive surcharge for 
landlords or other ways to reclaim Plymouth for owner-occupants. The difference in property tax 
for homestead v non-homestead is minimal and not sufficient to protect homeownership for 
young families who will be long-term members of our community. 

• Too much growth.  No more variances for more housing.  We can't keep adding more housing 
developments/apartments to an already overcrowded area.   

• Too much housing development and not enough preservation of natural spaces 
• Too much housing sprawl. bring some commercial businesses and retail centers to the area. 

Similar to maple grove which has a bustling commerce area. 
• Too much multi family development.  Stop appealing to a lower end demographic.  We don't 

need the crime. 
• Too much new housing such as Hollydale. Traffic is non stop on Old Rockford and Dunkirk. Need 

more open space not housing 
• too much time effort emphasis on diversity, "inclusion" nad politicalloy correct language.  

seriously?? latinX?? its not even a word hispanics use! 
• Total road closures. They a hurting businesses.  They are making it difficult anywhere.  
• Traffic 
• Traffic  
• Traffic and road conditions  
• Traffic and road construction  



• Traffic enforcement- aggressive driving, high speeds and people running red lights. 
• Traffic enforcement. Get people to actually stop at stop signs. Not run red lights at high speed. I 

was almost hit today. Rockford and Zachary. This survey is WAY TOO long. Also provide some 
space for general feedback. This is the only space. 

• Traffic flow - Hwy 55 needs alternative access to 494 - possibly new ramps at Schmidt Lake Rd? 
• Traffic flow and speed, especially on Hwys 6 and 55.  Traffice lights have cars idling too long going 

north and south. 
• Traffic flow at rush hour 
• Traffic flow to match the rapid growth, construction on major roadways 
• Traffic flow, it is worse than a couple years ago 
• Traffic flow, stop lights 
• Traffic law enforcement and providing options for mass transit, plus making Plymouth safer for 

those who bike. 
• traffic light enforcement, decreasing speeders 
• Traffic on Vicksburg early morning and rush hour 
• Traffic patterns. The city is constantly approving more housing developments without making the 

road improvements necessary to handle the increased traffic. 
• Traffic to and from Minneapolis and the Bloomington area has become unbearable 
• Trails are great but disconnected and don't have any destination. would like to walk to shops, 

food, events. 
• transportation for people who cannot drive or who don't have access to a vehicle 
• Transportation Infrastructure, for a community with 80k+ residents, 2-lane main arterial roads 

are unacceptable. See Woodbury for how to set up north / south, east / west roads while 
minimizing conflict points with roundabouts 

• Tree maintenance. Maintaining parks and buildings.  Overdevelopment.  
• Trump and his MAGA followers  
• Trump. 
• Trumpism 
• try to do too DEI 
• Trying to do too much too quickly and spending too much money.  You can't be everything to 

everybody.. 
• Turning all the apartments into private ownership condos.  Refusing to build any more 

apartments or senior apartments.  Refusing to allow single family homes to become rental units.  
Give people ownership of their home.  And lower property taxes. No more rentals.  Housing 
justice! 

• Two things, first televise all council and commission meetings. The City Council work sessions 
should be televised to stream or put on website within 12 hours so public can see the planning 
stages. Second, a more updated indoor aquatic center with amenities which meet lessons, senior 
lazy river walking (New Hope version) and exercise.  

• Unaffordable housings.. poor school outcomes at Robbinsdale 
• Unifying and paying some attention to east side 
• Uninspired leadership from the mayor  
• Unknown 



• Unknown  
• Unknown  
• Updating/ beautifying the older parts of the city's infrastructure, consolidating schooling options 

to make for a better opportunities for ALL students in plymouth both of these would attract 
younger families as the population gets older and housing costs get higher. 

• Using our resources wisely. We are wasteful with community funds. We are too concerned with 
appearance and not how things actually are. 

• Variety of housing options.  
• Very poor planning in regard to the aesthetic of the city. "Downtown" Plymouth is full of old ugly 

brown box buildings. Please visit Downtown Wayzata, Arbor Lakes or many other suburbs (like 
Woodbury) to see what nice suburbs look like. NO MORE APARTMENT BUILDINGS. 

• Violent crime. Fraud. Needless spending. Immigration. Protests.  
• Walkability; lack of a town center;  
• Wasting tax dollars on public transit solutions and similar 
• Water issues  
• Water Quality 
• Water quality 
• Water quality of its lakes.  If the lakes' water quality drops too low, lake activities will cease and 

eventually people will move. 
• We are a fractured group of people living next to each other without a shared sense of 

ownership or commitment to the community. This is partly because of the increase in rental 
properties. Also, several members of the city council (especially the mayor) are aloof and are not 
respectful to citizens. 

• We are still very vehicle-dominant. It would be great to have better public transportation, bike 
lanes, sidewalks in neighborhoods, safe crossings, etc. 

• We don't have independent restaurants or a downtown/Main Street that encourages residents 
and visitors to dine in Plymouth.  

• We don't have many non chain restaurants, just lots of fast food and no good water feature 
places in plymouth for families. I feel like other cities do a much better job with both of those 
things and get more people to their city.  

• We don't have much draw to stay in Plymouth when we want to go to eat, shop, grab coffee, etc 
(social gatherings). We prefer non-chain places. As such, while we "live" in Plymouth, we go 
outside of it a lot for more specialty things.  

• We have lost the ability to manager developers to build single family homes with very little space 
in between them. I understand it's all about money, but the development at Hollydale is so 
unappealing. 

• We have no land left for development opportunities.  
• We need a golf course  
• We need more small local businesses, not more chains  
• We need our money we spend to stay local instead of going to Wayzata or maple grove for 

eating, parks, splash pads , shopping, baseball tournaments. Let's spend our money in Plymouth. 
Need anchor shopping stores and sit down dining.Let's work on traffic flow. Getting people in 
and out without constant construction and stop/ go traffic lights. 



• We need to invest in renewable energy and help local businesses/orgs do the same. We need to 
continue to build a sense of belonging for everyone in Plymouth and ensure we're as inclusive as 
possible. 

• We would like to have better, unique restaurants - not so many chain restaurants. Also - would 
love to have a variety of clothing shopping opportunities, etc.  Maple Grove is a good example.  

• Welcoming diverse communities diverse communities and young families and young families and 
young families 

• welcoming diverse residents.  downtown also not walking/restaurant friendly 
• Welcoming diversity  
• What can we do to address climate change? 
• What does Plymouth aspire to be?  
• While the city center is coming together nicely, it still feels disconnected and, besides the 

grocery stores (which I appreciate), there aren't a lot of interesting shops or non-chain 
restaurants to make it feel like a place you want to go eat and walk around. We need more 
independent (non-chain) restaurants and some nice shops (not offices) so that it draws 
people...basically a real downtown, not a hodge podge of "pods" of stores that you have to drive 
to. And then you have to cross the 55 to get to some and that is a real pain! 

• Wise development, business, public & private. Maintaining existing levels (ie safety, health care 
capability, utility service et al. The Boulevard development. 

• worrying too much about inclusion and diversity. rising property taxes. so much new 
construction on expensive homes which should relieve property tax increases to long time 
residents, but you keep asking for more! 

• You are trying to create the sense of a town/community/city center after the fact. You want 
more funds to do more. The annual property tax rates/valuations you've imposed in my 25+ 
years as a homeowner have extremely little to show for them. The rest of the metro has NO 
opinion of Plymouth. It is a "non-place." 

• You have to pay a significant amount of money to swim at Lifetime.  This is a for-profit business 
targetting wealthy individuals rather than a community center that is open to all residents 
regardless of financial status (like our neighboring cities provide).  

• Zoning and vacant buildings and land, including but not limited to the Four Seasons lot.  I mean a 
baseball field and park and ride?  That will surely generate a lot of revenue, not.  Problems yes, 
revenue no.   

• Zoning multi family housing proximal to single family housing, ie 95 apartment units at 6 and 
101. Bad for quality of life and traffic. 


